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Brief 

description of 

the 

organization 

 

UNCTAD is a permanent intergovernmental body established by 

the United Nations General Assembly in 1964. Our headquarters 

are located in Geneva, Switzerland, and we have offices in New 

York and Addis Ababa. We support developing countries to 

access the benefits of a globalized economy more fairly and 

effectively. 

Mission The UNCTAD statistics related mission is to assist developing 

countries to improve their statistical capacity in the area of trade 

and development. 

Fields of 

Activity/ 

structure 

International merchandise trade, international trade in services, 

commodities, international finance, development indicators, 

economic trends, FDI, maritime transport, trade and transport, 

creative economy, digital economy, trade and biodiversity, 

technology and innovation, plastics trade, productive capacities, 

inclusive growth. 

Mandate Statistics is an inherent part of UNCTAD. Being the United 

Nations’ focal point for the integrated treatment of trade and 

development and the interrelated issues in the areas of finance, 

technology, investment and sustainable development, UNCTAD 

compiles, validates and processes a wide range of data collected 

from national and international sources. Most of the time series 

cover long periods, for almost all economies of the world. In 

case of missing data or break in series, UNCTAD applies its 

expertise and methodology to make estimates. 

Number of 

staff 

 

23 

Flagship 

Publications/databases 

 

• UNCTAD Handbook of Statistics:  
https://unctad.org/publications-

search?f%5B0%5D=product%3A396 

• SDG pulse  https://unctad.org/statistics under publications 

Website • UNCTAD statistics page: 

http://unctad.org/en/Pages/statistics.aspx# 

• UNCTADstat: 

http://unctadstat.unctad.org/ 

• UNCTAD nowcasts:  
https://unctadstat.unctad.org/EN/Nowcasts.html 
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