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The global gender parity index (GPI) based on 
net secondary enrolment rates has risen to 0.96 
in 2007 from its corresponding value of 0.92 in 
1999, showing that the gender gap at the second-
ary level is narrowing globally (see table 3.4). 
Although gender disparities in access to second-
ary education have improved, they remain more 
prevalent and wider than those at the primary 
level. This is so in part because gender differ-
ences at the secondary level are a reflection of 
cumulative gender disparities at the primary level 
and those at transition to secondary.28 A smaller 
number of countries are near parity in second-
ary education than in primary education. Out of 
144 countries with data, gender parity has been 
attained in only 54 countries, in contrast to 117 
countries at the primary level. In the more devel-
oped regions in 2007, the GPI was 1.01, indicat-
ing gender parity has more or less been achieved, 

28  UNESCO, 2005b.

whereas in the less developed regions as a whole 
it was 0.95, significantly favouring boys. Gender 
disparities in secondary participation favouring 
girls over boys have been observed in 48 countries 
with data. In countries in Latin America and the 
Caribbean such as Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Uruguay and Venezuela 
(Bolivarian Republic of), where GPIs are larger 
than 1.10, substantially more girls are enrolled in 
secondary education than boys (see figure 3.14). 
In a number of countries in Southern Africa 
(Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia and South Africa), 
South-Eastern Asia (Malaysia, Philippines and 
Thailand) and Oceania (Fiji, Samoa and Tonga), 
enrolment rates for girls also exceed those for boys.

Source:  UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2009a).
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Figure 3.13
Secondary net enrolment rates by sex and region, 1999 and 2007

Table 3.4
Gender parity index based on secondary net 
enrolment rates by region, 1999 and 2007

Gender parity 
index (GPI)

1999 2007

World 0.92 0.96

Less developed regions 0.89 0.95

More developed regions 1.01 1.01

Africa 0.88 0.87

Eastern Africa 0.86 0.84

Middle Africa 0.63 0.67

Northern Africa 0.94 0.98

Southern Africa 1.14 1.07

Western Africa 0.76 0.77

Asia 0.87 0.95

Eastern Asia 0.96 1.02

South-Central Asia 0.77 0.87

South-Eastern Asia 0.96 1.04

Western Asia 0.86 0.90

Europe 1.03 1.01

Eastern Europe 1.04 0.99

Northern Europe 1.01 1.03

Southern Europe 1.02 1.02

Western Europe 1.02 1.01

Latin America and the Caribbean 1.06 1.07

Caribbean 1.12 1.09

Central America 0.98 1.01

South America 1.08 1.09

Northern America 0.96 1.02

Oceania 0.99 0.99

Source:  UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2009a).




