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1. WHAT ARE EXONYMS? <previous - next>

Geographical names used in a certain language for

geographical entities situated outside the area
where that language has official status

and

differing in its form from the name used in the offical language of the area where the
geographical entity is situated. (2nd UNCSGN1972).

What kind of objects generates exonyms?

e Objects in areas close to linguistic borders,

e Important objects further from linguistic border (names of countries, capitals, large rivers).

Have a look at Glossary of Terminology (pdf), too!

<previous - next>
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3. EXAMPLES OF EXONYMS <previous - next> =

Wien (German)

Venezia (Italian)

Norge (Norwegian)

Vienna (Eng)

Venice (Eng)

Norway (Eng)

Vienne (Fr)

Venise (Fr)

Norvege (Fr)

Bécs (Hung)

Velence (Hung)

Norvégia (Hung)

Viena (Span)

Venecia (Span)

Noruega (Span)

Wenen (Dutch)

Venetié (Dutch)

Noorwegen (Dutch)

Wieden (Polish)

Wenecja (Polish)

Norwegia (Polish)

Wien (German)

Venedig (German)

Norwegen (German)

Red line = endonyms
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4. EXONYMS AND CONVERSION - A) NUMBER 1 <previous - next>

Are names converted from one alphabet to another also exonyms?

Not if this conversion has been effectuated according to an UN-recognised system.

YENABUHCK -Celjabinsk

(converted according to the UN-recognised system, GOST 83)
is no exonym,

but the following ones are:
Chelyabinsk (Eng)
Tscheljabinsk (Ger)

Tcheliabinsk (Fr)

There is one more example:

Aigaion Pelagos is the Greek name of Aegean Sea (in Roman transcription).
Aigaion Pelagos is an endonym,

Aegean Sea is an exonym.

<previous - next>
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4. EXONYMS AND CONVERSION - NUMBER 2 <previous -

Are names, where diacritical marks are lacking, exonyms? No
Are names, where the articles are lacking, to be considered as exonyms? No
Are names, where case endings are lacking or added, exonyms? No

Are names, whose generic parts have been translated, to be considered as exonyms? Not sure.

For instance Aigaion Pelagos — Aigaion Sea

Are exonyms a problem? Definitely!
Both nationally and internationally.
Why?

Because of the confusion they bring.

<previous - next>
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5. NATIONAL <previous

A national standard of exonyms is needed in every language. Look at some examples of exonyms taken Home
from Dutch atlases, before exonyms were standardized there: |

Bosatlas ('76)

Oosthoekatlas ('78)

Meulenhoff atlas ('78)

Haleb (Aleppo)

Aleppo

Halab (Aleppo)

Bur Said (Port Said)

Port Said

Boer Sa’id (Port Said)

El Suweis (Suez)

Suez

As Soewees (Suez)

Dimachq (Damascus)

Damascus

Dimasjq (Damascus)

Mina Hassan Tani (Kenitra)

Mina Hassan Tani (Kenitra)

Mina Hassan Tani (Kenitra)

Tarabulus (Tripoli)

Tripoli

Tarabloes (Tripoli)

Khartum

Khartoum/Khartoem

Al Chartoem

El Djezair (Algiers)

Alger/Algiers

Al Djazaair (Algiers)

Blue line = source
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Some English exonyms: Home

Cologne
Bavaria
Brittany
Berne
Milan
Burgundy
The Hague
Brussels

Munich

Copenhagen

Find them on the
map!
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6. EXAMPLES - B) NUMBER 2

Some French exonyms:

Cologne
Baviere
Cornouaille
Berne

Milan

Tamise

La Haie

fles Frisonnes
Munich

CopenHague

Find them on the
map!
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Some German exonyms:
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2. Deutsch
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S13: Exonyms [Saifsiley) [ETENY) [P

7. EXONYMS & COMMUNICATION <previous - next>

Exonyms are a problem: they make communication difficult.

Monaco: Munich or principality on the Riviera?

Question: Which of the names given below refers to Geneve in Switzwerland and which to Genova in Italy:

Ginebra/Genova/Geneve/Geneva/Génes/Genf/Genoa/Genova/Genua

Aachen/Aix-la Chapelle/Akwizgranie/Aquisgrana/Aken/Cachy/Aaxen

For the answer click on the " Answer-button" below.
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8. UN RESOLUTIONS

Local names policy:

The geographical names used should
correspond to those officially used in the
country where the named objects are
situated.

S13: Exonyms [Saifsii) [EREE) (YA

<previous - n

Roman alphabet rule:

If a country has a roman alphabet, other
Roman alphabet countries should copy
its names integrally, all diacritics
included.

<previous - next>
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9. WRITING SYSTEMS - ANSWERS

The countries with languages without a UNGEGN-accepted conversion system are mainly located in the
margin of on the former Soviet Union. Although the amended Beirut system for the conversion of Arabic to

S13: Exonyms [Saifsiley) [ETENY) [P
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Pronunciation of letter "c"

Spelling of sound "sh"
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k or th

ch

Italian

k or ch

French

kors

ch

Czech

ts

g

Turkish

j ordzj

s

German

ts, kors

Dutch

kors

s)

So in order to pronounce a name we need to know in which language it is spelled.
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22. THE EMERGENCE OF EXONYMS IS DISTANCE-RELATED

e More exonyms for objects close-by

e Only important objects further away have exonyms
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