Comments form on
the Handbook on Rapid Estimates
This comments form has been designed to facilitate the global review of the draft Handbook on Rapid Estimates (referred to as ‘the Handbook’). The Handbook was drafted by Eurostat in cooperation with UNSD. The Handbook is intended to provide international statistical guidance based on best practices and harmonized principles for the compilation and reporting of rapid estimates. In particular, it provides an overview of the different types of rapid estimates based on the glossary of rapid estimates, and the statistical and econometric methods for construction of rapid estimates as well as guidance on quality assessment. This draft has undergone an expert review process.  
Please note that Chapter 1 (Introduction) and Chapter 4 (The trade-off between timeliness and reliability: the perspective of a statistical agency) will be added after the global consultation. 
The draft Handbook and the comments form are available on the United Nations Statistics Division’s website at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/nationalaccount/gc.asp.
Please send your comments by completing the form below and returning it to sna@un.org by Friday, 24 February 2017.

Your contact information:
	Country:      

	[bookmark: Texto2]Institution:      

	[bookmark: Texto3]Contact person:      

	[bookmark: Texto5]Phone:      
	[bookmark: Texto4]E-mail:      

	Other contact person:      
	

	Phone:      
	E-mail:      



Questions
1.	Do you consider that the Handbook provides useful guidance on the compilation of Rapid estimates? If not, please explain.
Yes:   ☐	No: ☐
Comment:
	Click here and start typing




2.	In your view, does the Handbook covers all relevant issues related to the compilation of rapid estimates? If not, please explain.
Yes:   ☐	No: ☐
 Comment:
	Click here and start typing




3.	Overall do you consider the handbook clear and coherent? If not, please explain.
Yes:   ☐	No: ☐
 Comment:
	Click here and start typing




4.	Please provide any chapter-specific technical and editorial comments and/or proposals for revision in the space provided below.  
Comment:
	Part I: Generalities
Chapter 1. Introduction (it will be included after the global consultation)

Chapter 2. Different products, different purposes
Click here and start typing

Chapter 3. Forecasting and Nowcasting Macroeconomic Variables: A Methodological Overview
Click here and start typing

Part II: Statistical and econometric techniques for rapid estimates
Chapter 4. The trade-off between timeliness and reliability: the perspective of a statistical agency (it will be included after the global consultation)

Chapter 5. Forecasting and Nowcasting Macroeconomic Variables: A Methodological Overview 
Click here and start typing

Chapter 6. A review of parametric and non parametric techniques for variable selection
Click here and start typing

Chapter 7. Model selection, model specifications and a typology of rapid estimates 
Click here and start typing

Part III: Rapid estimates based on data available at different frequencies
Chapter 8: Multivariate Temporal Disaggregation 
Click here and start typing

Chapter 9: A Survey of Econometric Methods for Mixed-Frequency Data
Click here and start typing

Part IV: Rapid estimates based on factor models
Chapter 10: Dynamic Factor Models: A Review of the Literature
Click here and start typing

Chapter 11: Forecasting with Rich Data: Model comparison and evidence from European countries
Click here and start typing

Part V: Rapid estimates based on combining forecasting techniques
Chapter 12: Combined Forecasting Methods and Rapid Estimates
Click here and start typing

Chapter 13: Combined Forecasting Methods
Click here and start typing

Chapter 14: Combined forecasting techniques and density estimates
Click here and start typing 

Part VI: Aggregate versus disaggregate approaches to construct rapid estimates
Chapter 15: Aggregate versus disaggregate approaches to construct rapid estimates
Click here and start typing

Part VII: Big data and rapid estimates
Chapter 16: Guidance and recommendations on the use of big data for macroeconomic nowcasting
Click here and start typing

Chapter 17: The challenge of Big Data
Click here and start typing

Part VIII: Constructing and evaluating rapid estimates
Chapter 18: Quality assessment of rapid estimates
Click here and start typing



5.	If you have any additional comments on the Handbook, please provide them below.
Comment:
	Click here and start typing


6.	Do you consider the Handbook ready for publication, subject to the incorporation of the comments made during this global consultation? If not, please explain. 
Yes:   ☐	No: ☐
[bookmark: _GoBack]Comment:
	Click here and start typing





Thank you!


4

