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Cameroon

Source

The national accounts of Cameroon are prepared each year by the Subdirectorate of National Accounts and Statistical
Digests of the National Statistics Institute (INS) based in Yaoundé, Cameroon. Results have been issued in several official
publications since 1994, which was when work started on the modernization and revision of the national accounts and the
transition was made from the 1968 version to the 1993 version of the System of National Accounts (SNA). The first
publications, entitled “National Accounts of Cameroon using 1993 SNA”, were issued in April 1999, April 2000 and May
2002 and included the series of accounts from 1989/90 to 2000/01. Subsequently, two technical evaluation missions of
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), which took place from 29 September to 9 October 2003 and from 6 to 17
December 2004, audited the methodology used to prepare the accounts and the quality of the data. Following these
missions, the IMF experts concluded that the methodology used was in conformity with 1993 SNA and that the results
obtained could be published and used. Accordingly, the most recent publication, entitled “National accounts of Cameroon
for 1993-2003 using 1993 SNA”, was issued in August 2005. A CD-ROM was produced for distribution and may be
consulted. The results are also available on the INS website www.statistics-cameroon.org.

General

Prior to 1994, national accounts estimates were prepared using 1968 SNA. Thus the input-output tables were published
for the period from 1965/66 to 1988/89. The national accounts are now prepared using the new System of National
Accounts adopted by the United Nations in 1993 (1993 SNA). The preparation comprises six main stages: (i) classification
and inventory of sources - this is a one-time operation, performed when the base year is selected, which is in theory
changed every 10 years; (ii) collection and processing of data sources; (iii) reconciliation (cross-checking of various data
sources for each operation involving goods and services and allocation); (iv) analytical work including compilation of
supply-use balances, branch accounts and accounts of institutional sectors (who-to-whom matrix); (v) preparation of
digests; and (vi) post-digest work (preparation of the next exercise). Methodology guidelines describing these different
stages have been published and a summary is given in the latest national accounts published in August 2005. This series
differs from previous ones because of the transition from the budget year (July/June) to the calendar year
(January/December), in compliance with the rules of the Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC),
the accounting plan of the Organization for the Harmonization of Business Law in Africa (OHADA) and the IMF
requirements specified in the General Data Dissemination System (GDDS). In addition, there are new classifications of
activities and products in compliance with revision 3 of the International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic
Activities (ISIC) and the new Central Product Classification (CPC): activities are classified at two levels (44 branches and
102 sub-branches); the classification of products is linked to that of activities and includes 3 levels and 287 products at
the greatest level of detail. The summary tables generally published are: ¢ Supply and use tables, formerly known as
input-output tables in 1968 SNA, valued at current prices and at constant prices for 1993 and 2000; e Integrated
economic tables, formerly called comprehensive economic tables in 1968 SNA. Since 1994, national accounts have been
prepared by microcomputing using the ERE/TES system. This software was developed with the support of the French
cooperation agency and the European Union. The ERE/TES module has three main functions: e A database comprising: (i)
storage space for two years of data, facilitating comparisons; and (ii) working tables for compilation of the supply-use
balance, branch accounts and the who-to-whom matrix; ¢ A management system for coordinating an exercise of
preparing national accounts, by assigning tasks among team members and networking; ¢ Methodological guidelines for
compilation of accounts using a plan of the various stages of work, help screens for each stage and assistance in
monitoring work done. It also has subsidiary functions, for instance for the publication of summary tables and of any
other information available in the database.

Overview of GDP Compilation

In Cameroon, GDP is calculated using the following three approaches: production, expenditure and income. The first two
approaches use data from the supply and use tables, while the third uses data from the integrated economic tables. The
process involves parallel estimations of goods and services transactions and distribution operations. The estimates of
these different operations are then cross-checked in the working tables (supply-use balances, branch accounts and who-
to-whom matrix). Supply-use balances are compiled for each of the 287 products classified as products of Cameroon and
branch accounts for each of the 102 branches into which activities in Cameroon are classified. The who-to-whom matrix is
prepared for the various operations covered by the integrated economic tables. For each distribution operation, the goal
is to match institutional sectors that provide goods and services and those that receive.

Expenditure Approach

The final consumption expenditures of public administrations and non-profit institutions serving households (NPISH) are
derived from estimates of their non-merchandise production, which is in turn calculated from data from various
government and private sources. Final consumption expenditures are also classified into separate individual and collective
non-merchandise categories. Final consumption household expenditures are of two types: merchandise and non-
merchandise. The data sources used to date are: (i) the 1984 budget consumer survey; (ii) the 1993 and 1994 1-2-3
survey of employment, the informal sector and consumption; (iii) the 1996 Cameroonian household survey (ECAM I); and
(iv) the 2001 Cameroonian household survey (ECAM II ). The volume index by product is estimated while the price index
by product is derived from the national price index. These indices are then used to calculate final consumption levels at
constant and current prices for a given year. The gross fixed private capital formation is derived largely from the



statistical and tax declarations of companies. The variables noted concern, inter alia, the value of land, non-residential
buildings, residential buildings, other types of construction, plantations, transportation equipment, farming equipment,
and plant and equipment under construction. The accounts also cover the different stocks of products (raw materials,
products in manufacture, finished products and products for resale). Gross fixed capital formation is obtained from
documents on the credit situation that describe central government expenditures, government accounts, financial
statements or operating accounts of decentralized public administrations, communal budgets and communal
administrative accounts for local collectivities and international assistance the data on which is provided by the Caisse
Autonome d’Amortissement (CAA) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Figures for imports and
exports of goods and services are obtained from customs and balance of payments statistics. A conversion table is
prepared to convert the foreign trade data submitted under the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System
(HS) to the corresponding national accounts product classification. Price indices are calculated from trends in unit values
and the volume index from the ratio between the value and price indices. The balance of payments is prepared by the
Ministry of the Economy and Finance and a conversion table is prepared to establish equivalences between its product
classifications and those used in the national accounts.

Income Approach

Data on workers’ wages and taxes net of subsidies on the production of non-financial and financial companies are
obtained from the statistical and tax declarations of companies. With regard to the central government, the same data is
obtained from monthly wage figures, the table of financial operations of the State, and from the accounts of local
collectivities and public establishments. Data for the household sector is obtained from the statistical and tax declarations
of individual entrepreneurs and/or from analysis of the informal sector survey results. The combined gross surplus from
operations and income is obtained from the balance between the value added from the production account of each
institutional sector and the above elements. It should be noted, lastly, that sector accounts are prepared at current prices
only.

Production Approach

Data on the merchandise and non-merchandise production and on intermediate consumption in the different economic
sectors are obtained from various sources. Data on production are at base prices while data on intermediate consumption
are at acquisition prices. Data on the production of subsistence and industrial export crops are obtained from the
statistics of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. The value is calculated using data from the survey on the
price formation of subsistence crops carried out by the National Statistics Institute and the export unit prices or world
prices. Data on livestock and fisheries are obtained from the Ministry of Fisheries and Animal Industries. In the absence
of data on changes in the size of herds, the model used is based on the final consumption of meat and the rate of
transformation from cattle on the hoof to meat. Data on the production and intermediate consumption of agroforestry
and forestry development and from the extractive and manufacturing industries, among others, are obtained from the
statistical and tax declarations of enterprises in these sectors. It should be noted that the statistical and tax declaration is
prepared each year by enterprises in the formal sector reporting on their financial and accounting situation. Data on the
production of banks and microfinance, insurance and insurance brokerage institutions are also obtained from the
statistical and tax declarations and from the insurance market report prepared annually by the Ministry of the Economy
and Finance. The value of the non-merchandise production of public administrations is calculated from the wage bill,
intermediate consumption and other taxes less any subsidies on production and fixed capital consumption. Data is also
obtained from the various public administration records referred to above. Data on the various types of taxes, including
value-added tax, customs charges and export taxes, is obtained from government accounts, which cover income from
government administrations, public financial statistics, tax statements and Cameroonian financial legislation. Given the
size of the informal economy of Cameroon, two matrices of production and intermediate consumption by sector of activity
are also prepared in order to reflect the value created by this sector of the economy. The data sources used to date are
the 1993 and 1994 1-2-3 surveys and the 2005 informal sector employment survey (EESI). In the absence of source
data, employment data and estimates of the consistency of technical coefficients and labour productivity (level of
production divided by jobs) are sometimes used. Where possible, volume indices are calculated from changes in quantity
and the price index is often calculated from the consumer price index.



