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INTRODUCTICN

1. The sixth session of the Statistical Commission's Working Group on
Tnternational Statistical Programmes and Co-ordinstion was held from 30 June
to 1 July 1975 at Geneva. The agenda as adopbed is contained in the annex to
the present report,

2. Pursuant to the decisions of the Working Group at its earlier sessions, the
officers of the Commission who attended served as officers of the Working Group
with Sir Clauns Moser (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
acting as Chairmen of the session. Other members were: MMr. Isaac Kerstenetzky
(Brazil), Mr. Jan Kazimour (Czechoslovakia), Mr. Parmeet Singh (Kenya.),

Mr. Ramesh Chander (Malaysia), and Mr. Joseph W. Duncan (United States of
America). Specialized agencies and other bodies represented were: the -
Feonomic Commission Tor Burope (ECE), the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), the International Lebour Organisation (11.0), the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAQ), the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organizaltion (UNESCO), the World Health Organization
(WHO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

I. AGENDA OF THE STATISTICAL COMMISSION AT ITS NINETEENTH SESSION

3 The Working Group was informed that the final decision as to-the place of
the next Statistical Commission meeting would be decided at the fifty-ninth
sessicn of the Economic and Social Council which was held at Geneva,

2.531 July 1975.

L. A& review of the draft provisional agenda for the nineteenth session based
on document E/CN.3/AC.1/2 was undertaken in accordence with the suggestion of
+the Statistical Commission at its eighteenth session. E/ For each of the
substantive items on the draft agenda, the Director of the United Nations
astatistical Office indicated the documentation which it was expected would be
prepared, a&s indicated below.

A. Co-ordination and integration of internaticnal statistical programmes

1. Working Giovp on Internaticnal Statistical Programmes and Co-ordination

5 The report of the sixth session of the Working Group will be submitted to
the Commisglon,

E/ Official Records of the Iconomic and Social Counéil,'Fiftyueiéhth'
‘Session, Supplement No. 2, paragraph 179. o

/...
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2. Internaticnal statistical programmes

6.  The report entitled "International statistical programmes, 1975-1979" !

(B/CN.3/LLL) would be updated to 1977-1981 at the tenth session of the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC) Sub-Committee on Statistical
Activities. (For a discussion of the major statistical policy cbjectives included
in the report, see paragraphs 80-82 below.) In this connexion, the group was
informed that the ACC,.at its sixty-fifth session, expressed satisfaction with
the results of the ninth session (February 1975) of the ACC Sub-Committee on
Statistical Activities and the excellent cquality of the report, and asked ite
Chairman to convey its appreciation to the Chairman of the Sub-Committee. It was
generally felt by ACC that both the methods of work and the reporting practices
cf the Sub-Committee should be brought to the attention of other ACC subsidiary
bodies with a view to thelr wider application within the ACC machinery.

B. Technical essistance for the improvement of
statlstlcs in the developing countries

1. Basic problems and issues

T. The view was expressed by the Working Croup that there was a need to include

an item on co-ordinating and rendering more effective statistical asgistance to
developing countries. The item should be concerned with the experience of —
countries ig/jhis regard, and the members of the Working Group from Brazil, Kenye
and Maleysid agreed to submit country papers tc the Commission, briefly

sunmarizing what they viewed as the basic issues. The members also felt that,

while it would not be possible to prepare deocumentation for the nineteenth

gession of the Commigsion on the establishment of continuing houschold sample

survey capabilities, this work ghould receive high priority. In this connexion,

a summary prepared by the Fconomic Commission for Africa on a proposed programme

for establishing continuing household sample survey capabilities could be
presented to the nineteenth session.

AT e e

PrEates

o International technical assistance in statistics

i

5. The report entitled "International technical assistence in statistics,
1975-1979" (E/CN.3/ULE) will be updated to 1977-1981 at the tenth session of the
ACC Sub-Committee on Stgtistical Activities. For g discussion of resource use in
technical agsistance activities in statistics, see paragraphs 63-79 below.

C. Eccnemic statistics

1. Price and quantity statistics

Q. At the nineteenth session of the Statistical Commission, it is planned to
present the following documentation: a background paper which has already been
distributed on national practices in the ccllection and compilation of price and

quantity statistics and a paper consisting of two parts: {a) guidelines on
principles of a system of price and quantity statistics containing a discussion on
purpeses, framework, concepts, classifications, series to be collected and indexes

o
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o be constructed, as well as general methodology of collection and compilation;
and (b) problems of application of the principles tc specific areas. It is
anticipated that the guidelines will be fairly complete; however, the second
part will not have reached that stage and will require further national and
international discussicn and study. For a discussicn of the price statistics
programme, see paragraphs L7-40 below. '

2 Fnergy statistics

10. In response to contemporary worldswide interest, the Statistical Office has
embarked on an accelerated programme of activities in this field. The high
priority assigned to it is reflected in its 1976-1977 programme budget. The
programme is being carried out in colleboration with the Centre for Natural
Rescurces, Energy and Transport of the United Nations Department of keconomic and
Social Affairs, the regional commissions, the World Bank and other interested
international agencies. Tt includes the following elements: (a) expansion of
the current Statistical Office annual publication, World Energy Supplies (statis-
tical Papers, Series J) to include a wider range of energy commodities and more
thorough treatment of the conversion and end-use of these commodities; (b) dm-

- provement of the timeliness of this publication and the introduction of & new

guarterly publication; (c) preparation of comprehensive balances of important
energy commodities at the world, regional and national level and improvement of
harmonizetion of existing statistics; and (d) elaboration of the conceptual
framework for the further development and improvement of energy statistics.

11. TFor the nineteenth session of the Statistical Commission, a paper will be
prepared on this conceptual framework with a. view to standardizing and improving
definitions, terminclogy and methodologies, A detailed descripticn of the
programme of extension of statistical work in this field will also be prepared
for the Commiggion, either as an integral part of this paper or separately in the
progress report on the work of the Statistical Cffice.

B 'éystem of national accountse and balances

12. This topic is conceived as consisting of two items: (z) review of national
accounts and balances; and (b) welfare-oriented supplements to the national
accounts and balances. Regarding (a), the progress report of the Statistical
Office will contain a section on plans and progress of a review of the national
accounts and balances and the results of the Interregional Seminar on the System
of National Accounts (see paragraphs 37-HL below). As regards (b), a report will
be prepared on welfare-oriented supplements to the naticnal accounts and balances.
A consultant has been engaged to provide a critical review of ongoing work in this
area in the United Stetes of America, Japan and elsewhere. The review will focus

on measures and indicators designed to improve -international comparisons of levels
of living between developing and developed econcmies, drawing on components of the

system of nabtional accounts and balances and the evolving system of social and
demographic statistics. An expert group, composed of users and producers of
statistics in these fields, will be convened in March 1976 to discuss the review
and alternative indicators of levels of living Of welfare, to be prepared by the
gtatistical Office.

ov
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I,  Public sector statistics

13. It is intended to prepare two papers on public sector statistics. One paper
will review the wain problems and issues in the field of public sector statistics
and the ways in which they might be resolved. That paper will draw on the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) draft menual on government finance statistics,
the United Nations Statistical Office (UNSO) draft manual on the public sector
and the work of the Organisation for Economic Co-operaticn and Developmént {CECD)
in the field of public sector statistics. The second paper will consist of a
detailed classification of government purposes.

D. Social and demographic statistics

1. 1280 World Population and Housing Census Frogramme.

1k, Administrative authority for the 1980 World Population and Housing Census
Progremme is contained in Feonomic and Social Council resolution 1947 (LVIII) of
7 May 1975 requesting, inter alia, that the Secretary-General proceed with its
development and make all necessary preparations, with the co-operation cf the
relevant United Nations organizations and specialized agencies, with a view to
encouraging and assisting Member States to plan and carry out improved censuses
between 1975 and 190h. It was the opinicn of the Statistical Commission, at its
eighteenth session, and the Council that the Programme was particularly important,
inter alia, in view of the emphasis placed on population censuses in the World
Population Plan of Action adopted by the World Population Uonference at Bucharest,
Romenis in August 1G74.

15. The Statistical Commission had accepted a proposal that the regional
commissions should take the lead in developing recommendations with respect to
the topics to be covered in their respective regions, since each regional commis-
sion nas now had experience with at least one round of census topics, while the
Statistical Office would undertake the compilation and analysis of national census
material relating to corganization, timing, staffing end costs of various census
operations, with a view to preparing appropriate guidelines and recommendations

in these matters. 2/

16. Accordingly,  the regional commigsions are being asked to query their Member
States con their proposals for changes in the recommendations in the various
regional variants of the Principles and Recommendations for the 1970 Pepulation
Censuses 5/ and the Principles and Recommendations for the 1970 Housing Censuses M/
and to organize, during 1976 and 1977, working groups to discuss the national
proposals and to make recommendations for changes. Tt ig anticipated that the
Tnter-American Statistical Imstitute will follow much the same procedure.

2/ Ibid., paragreph 50.
3/ United Nations publicetion, Sales Wo. E.67.XVII.3.
E/ United NWations publication, Sales No. E.O67.XVIL. L.
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17. The regional recommendations on topics will be used by the Statistical Office
as one input for the drafting of the world-wide Tecommendations for the 1250 cen-
guses., Another input will be the study now being undertaken by the gtatistical
office of national census experience, with emphasis on crganizaticn, timing,
staffingdand- costs of- thervarious census operations.

18. The Working Group felt that attention should be paid to intercensal
demographic trends since significant developments could occur between census years.
It pointed out that the 1900 census programme should be regarded as a means of
strengthening statistical organization so that effort could be devoted to
intercengal surveys.

19. A progress report on the 1930 census programme will be submitied to the
nineteenth session of the Statistical Commission. It was suggested that the paper
should also touch on data processing, reliability and other aspects of such deta,
identifying standards on whichcthere appears to be a consensus. Furthermore, it
was decided that a paper, to be prepared by the Working Group member from Kenya,
would be submitted on the application of cartography in this area.

2. Promoting the improvemenl of social statistics in developing countries

20. This will be a strategy paper; a draft of it will be discussed at the
October 1975 meeting of the Conference of African Statisticians, in Togo, and
comments will be reflected in the paper submitted to the Statistical Commission.

3. Migration statistics

o, A%t its geventeenth session, in 1972, the Statistical Commission emphasized
the need Tor internationsl standards for statistics of internatiocnal migration and
expressed the view that international guidance on statistics of international
migration could be valuable to countries in improving and expanding such data.

The Commission reviewed drafl recommendations on international migration statis-
tics and draft guidelines on internal migration statistics. é/

o2, Tt felt, however, that the draft recommendations and guidelines required
further work and that this could best be accomplished through the preparaticn of
studies of national practices in the collection and compilation of both kinds of
statistics.

©%. Accordingly, the Statistical Office circulated a series of guestionnaires to
Governments, inguiring into their practices. On the Dbasis of the replies recelved,
synoptic tables have been prepared on practices in the definition, collection,
compilation and publication of international migration statistics, These tables
will shortly be circulated to national statistical offices for comment.

o, Preparation of the study of mnational practices in internal migraticn.
statistics is proceeding in the same way, with summary tables now being drawm up
for circulation to national statistical offices for comment.

- Seeen 77

5/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-
Session, Supplement No. 2, paragraphs 1138-126. S e
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25. At 1ts nineteepth sessicn, the Commission will considér two papers containing

revised draft recommendations on international migration statistics and on

internal migration statistics. A report prepared by a consultant on "brain drain®

statistics will also be before the Commission (see paragraphs 57-62 below).

L. Tourism statistics

o6, Draft simplified guidelines on tourism statistics are being completed and
will be circulated in 1975 for comment to national and international statistical
authorities. It is intended to present to the Commission a paper on the guide-
lines and another summarizing the comments recelved from countries and
international bodies.

5. Social indicators (see 6 below)

6. System of Social and Demographic Statistics (S8DS)

27. 'Two papers will be prepared on the system as a wheole: One - a strategy
paper - will attempt, on the one hand, to summarize the work of the Conference of
Furopean 3tatisticlans (CES) on common concepts and definitions and on links
between the varicus subsystems; and, on the other hand, to outline the relation-
ship of the future work by various working parties in Eurcpe in the various
individual spheres, such as health, educalion, demography etc. An attempt will
be made to cast the strategy paper in such a way as to provide perspective for

those working in individual spheres on how their work relates to that in the other

gpheres and tc the evelufion of z system as a whole, Specific attention will be
given to work, actual or desirable, on testing and evaluating the framework and
its implementation. The second paper will deal with a draft SSDS for developing
countries. A consultant has completed a paper on this topic and it is now being
revised for submission to an expert group that will be convened in November 1875
New York. The paper for the Commission will be based on the consultant's paper,
modified in the light of the conclusions of the expert group and of the comments
received from developing countries. The paper "Drafi guidelines on.social
indicators" (E/CN.B/MBO), digcussed by Tthe Commission at its eighteenth session,
will be amended in the light of comments received, The amended version will be
submitted to the Commission at its nineteenth session: The Commissgion will alsc
have before it the report of the working group of the CES on this paper.

E. Envircnment statigtics

28, Two papers will be submitted to the Commission on this topic. One will be a
updated version of the paper prepared for the Working Group (see paragraphs hz.h6
The cother will deal with draft guidelines on the main features of the mcdules on
energy and non-energy statistics of a system of environment statistics. The pape
on this topic, prepared by a consultant, is now being reviewed. Tt will be avail
ble in 1975 for discussion by an informal group of rapporteurs of the Conference

Furcpean Statisticians and may be amended in the light of their discussion prior

submission to the Statistical Commission if time permits. It was heped also fo

prepare a paper ondan inventory of national work and future requirements and uses
as well ag future plans of countries in the field of enviromment statistics. How

in

11
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However, this information will not be available for consideration by the iatil.c

Statistical Commissicn.

/oo
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F. International standard classifications
1. International Standard Classification of All Goods and Services (ICGS)

20. The Statistical Commission at its eighteenth sessicn had before 1t a report
on the ICGS, which expleined how the classification wes developed, the uses for
which 3t is intended and the further work required for making it operational. The
report also dealt with the correspondence between the ICGS and the Standard
International Trade Classification (SITC) and the relationship between the ICGS
and other international classifications.

30, The Commigsion requested that the report should be circulated to national and
internalional organizations for comments and that the classification, revised in
the light of comments recelved and further consultations, be submitted to the
Commigsicn at 1ts nineteenth session.

51. The classification was the subject of intensive study at a meeting of a
working group of the Conference of Furopesn Statisticians (February 1975). It
will be considered by the Conference of African Statistlclans in October 1975,

72, Present plansccall for revision of the clasgification in the light of all
these comments and consideration of ?%%{%%%ument by the Statistical Commission at

its nineteenth session.

2 Fxpert group of consultants on standard international statistical

‘classifications

33, The report of the expert group, as well as comments recelved from countries,
w1l be before the Commission (see paragraphs 83-90 below).

¢. Statistical crganization

%l, A report will be prepared drawing on the Handbook of Statistical Organizatlon
currently under preparation and on a special survey con crganization undertaken by
the Statistical Office. The report will deal with cuestions, inter alia, of the
atatus of the statistical profession in developing countries and of the loss of
personnel to other services.

H. Programme objectives: implementation and prospects

1. Regional conferences of statisticians and similar bodies

2. Statistical work of the specialized agencles

3. Statistical Office of the United Naticns

%5, Three reports of the Secretary-General, prepared in co-operaticn with the
relevant agencies, will be submitted to the Commission,

fovs
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I. Consideration of the draft provisicnal agenda for the
twentieth session of the Commission

36. A draft provisional agenda will be presented to the Commission.

ITI. INTERREGIONAL SEMINAR ON THE
SYSTEM OF NATIONAL ACCOUNTS (SHA)

3. The Working Group was given an oral progress report on preparations for the
seminar to be held at Caracas from § tc 19 December 1975. Presently, 35 countries
have expressed an interest in attending. The seminar is being financed by the

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), supplemented by the Netherlands
Trust Fund. ‘

55. The main purpose of the seminar is to identify conceptual and practical
problems met by developing countries in implementing the revised SNA and to
consider solutions to those problems. In addition, improvements in the methods of
estimation and The basic statisftics used will be discussed.

3G, Each country participant has been requested to provide = short statement on
the experience of his country in applying the new SNA. The regicnal commissions,
of the developing world, will be represgented at the seminar.

L4o. The agenda for the seminar will cover the following topics: (a) over-ail
view of the structure of the revised SNA (and its relation to the MPY);

(b) problems encountered in implementing the SNA as far as definitions, classifi-
cations, concepts and exposition are concerned and propessd procedures for solving
the above problems; (c¢) statistical methods and problems: sources of data,
methods of estimation, examples of special problems (separate sub-sections would
cover (i) industries and enterprises, (ii) goverament, (iii) private non-profit
bodies, (iv) households, and (v) external transactions); (d) priorities in imple-
menting the SNA and in collecting basgic data; (e) the SNA considered from the

users' point of view; and (f) proposals for extending and improving the SNA in
the light of emerging requirements.

41, The Working Group noted and welcomed the report on the geminar.

III. STATISTICS COF THE ENVIRONMENT

L2, In accordance with the wishes of the Statistical Commission at its eighteenth
session, "a review of the character and co-ordination of the activities of ...
international agencies on statistics of the enviromment ..." 6/ was submitted to
the Working Group (E/CN.3/AC.1/3). T

————— oR FCcroc, $FR Ao, gf’ﬁ;/ #o. <,

_@/ fﬁ&'__d‘.xparagraph g2 (a)(i).
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L3, The Working Group was informed that the propesal to establish a Jjolnt task
force of the ACC Sub-Committes on Statistical Activities and of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEFP) Advisory Sub-Committee on EBarthwatch had not yel
been realized.

L, It was recalled by the Working Group that the 3tatistical Office had
prepared proposals cn a programme of environment statistics for consideration by
UNEP and that UNEP had reguested that the Statistical Commission review the
proposals. The Commission had approved the programme at its eighteenth session.

L5,  The Working Group was informed of the variocus activities undertaken by the
United Nations Statistical Office, UNESCO, WHO and FAO on environment statistics.
With regard to the Statistical Office programme, a consultant has prepared a
paper on draft guldelines dealing with material and energy balances. Included
will be a discussion of the pollution generated and abatement costs in the case
of" energy and non-energy commodities. The Statistical Cffice, is responsible for
the co-ordination of the contributions from the speclalised agencies' documents
for Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements tc be held at
Vencouver, Canada in 1976. The Office will also prepare a paper for the
Conference on the statistics used in wurban planning projects in Calculta and
Venerzuela in order to illustrate the kinds of data required for this purpose.
TNESCO at present has no specific programme on environment statistics but has
inecluded some environment questions in its biennial questicnnaire on expenditure
for research and experimental development. The FAQ colledts. data on the current
use of resources such ags statistics on current land and water use in culiivated
areas, grasslands, forests, fish stocks efc. No new work is beling undertaken at
this time. The WHO recently collected information on the status of commmity
water supply and sewage disposal in developing countries and published it in
World Health Statistics Report (vol. 26, No. 11, 1975)}. The questionnaire hag
been revised and will be used to cellect data from 1975 onward.

46, However, the Working Group noted that some progress had been made since the
eighteenth session of the Commission: (a) the specialized agencies had responded
to the request to furnish information for the Working Group document; (b) steps
had been teken to establish the joint task force with UNEP in order fto improve
the co-ordination efforts in that area; (c) classifications and concepts were
being prepered by a consultant; and (d) preparatory work was being undertaken
for Habitat. The Working Group expressed regret that lack of rescurces had
precluded faster progress with respect to the main programme adopted by the
Commission and urged that the necessary resources be provided by UNEP for this
important work in the near future.

SV alCE
IV. PRICE STATISTICS PRCGRAMME

L7. The Working Group considered this item on the basis of an cral report. It
was informed that there had been two meetings in 1975 on price statistics. In
May, a Working Group of the Conference of Furopean Statisticians considered price
measurement in externsl trade and, in June, an expert group in New York deali

Jus
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with a gystem of price and duantity statistics. The latter considered, inter
alie, the proposed system of price and quantity statistics, problems in identify-
ing price and quantity units, the collection of representative deta, index
formulae and the base period, some special types of indexes, specisl problems of
price and guantity indexes in selected industries, wholesale and retail and
producer and consumer price indexes, price and quantity indexes of final outlays
and special problems of price and duantity indexes in international trade.

L8, The Vorking Croup wes informed that the Statistical Office is preparing a
background document on interagency activities in price statistics. The document,
vhich emphasizes the need for harmenization of interagency activities, will be
considered hy the ACC Sub-Cormittee on Statistical Activities at its session in

1976,

L9, The Working Group took ncte of the report.

V. INTEGRATED LIST OF STATISTICAL QUESTICHNAIRES

5C. The Working Group considered this duestion on the basis of a note prepared
by the Secretary-General (E/ON.%/AC.1/L). It recalled that at its fourth session
it had suggested, and the Statistical Commission at its seventeenth session had
agreed, that s list of the statistical guestionnaires to be sent to national
statistical authorities during a particular year should be drawn up.

51. The ACC Sub-Committee on Statlstical Activities, at its eighth session
(Rome, February 1974), had agreed that the preparation of an integrated list of
statistical questionnairesg would be a useful step towards Turther co-ordination.
The draft integrated list of questionnaires was considered by the Sub-Committee
at its ninth session (Paris, February 197%5).

‘52, For each of the regular (recurfént) statistical questionnaires issued by the
statistical divisions of the United Nations system, information is provided in
two annexes on: (a) the topic covered, the general description of the questicn-
naire and the name of the publication(s) in which the series appear (annex I);
and (b) the month of dispatch and the deadline date for return (annex IT).

53. The Working Group was informed of the many examples of Joint use of
questionnaires within the United Nations system and between the United Nations
system and other international organizations and the general interchange of -data
among corganizations inside and cutside the system. The Working Group felt that
the problem of countries receiving international questionnaires which duplicated
or overlapped one ancther had been substantially solved through a co-ordinated
effort. ' : '

54, In this regard, it was pointed out that, pursuant to Fconomic and Jocial
Council resolution 1281 (XLIII) on co-ordination and clearance of questionnaires;
the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities, ae part of its regular activities,
menitored the issuance of new statigtical questionnaires. Co-ordinaticon in this
regard has been guite intensive. '

fovs
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55. The Working Group welmlyi welcomed theedécument as a significant step

forward. and indicated that they would like to discuss the ltem by means of supple-
ments prepared for its biennial meetings. Farthermore, the Working Group felt
that the document should be made available to central statistical offices.

56. It was agreed thatl coples of all statistical questionnaireg sent to other
Lthan central statistical offices would be sent, as information copies, to the cen-
tral offices, In this way, statistical offices could initiate contacts with other
data-furnishing offices with a view to improving co-ordination.

| yI.  STATTSTIOS RELATING TO THE OUTFLOW OF TRATNED PERSONVEL
FROM DEVELOPING TO DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

57, The Working Group considered this item on the besis of a note by the
Secretary-General (E/CN.3/AC.1/5). Tt wag informed that in accordance with
Feonomic and Social Council resolution 1cok (LVII) of 1 August 1975, "outflow of
treined personnel from developing to developed countries", and particularly
paragraph 5 dealing with the Improvement of. statistics on the migration of highly
qualified persoms, co-ordinated work is being undertaken at the international
level on the statistical aspects of the study of this problem.

53. Thé wbrk4is being undertaken with the help of a consultant engaged by the
atatistical Office in order to provide an input into the report of the Secretary-
General to the Committee on Science and Technology, as requested by the Council.

59. In discussing this matter at its session in February 1975, the ACC Sub-
Commitiee on Statistical Activities stressed three points in relation to statis-
tics of the outflow of trained personnel.  First, improvements In the statistics
depend eventually upcn national efforts. Secondly, efforts al the internaticnal
level to encourage and facilitate improvements in the scope and quality of
national statistics involve the work of a number of agencies in the United Nations
system; the consultant would therefore consult all the interested agencies.
Tinally, the statistical issuves relating to paragraph 5 of Council resolution
190b (LVII) should most appropriately be dealt with by the Statistical Commission,
its Working Group on Internaticnal Statisbical Programmes and Co-ordination and
the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities. ' '

60, ThE-Wbrking Group was_ informed of the recent visits of the consﬁltant.to ECE,
UNCTAD, the ILO, UNESCQ and WHO and of the programmes currently carried out by
them in-this area. -

£1. . The Working Group felt that improvement of statistics on the "brain drain”

ig but a relatively small element in The improvement of statistics of international
migration. It was pointed out that this was an extremely difficult field of
statistics. Censuses might provide-a useful source. The view was also expressed
that the relationship between salary levels in developed and developing countries
is an important factor in the "brain drain”.
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2. The Working Group recognized that the Statistical Office was responding to

a resolution of the Feconomic and Social Council on this extremely important
question. It nevertheless felt that some caution should be exercised about
raising expectations with regard to the feasibilily of producing reliable statis-
tics in this specialized field in the near future..

VII. RESCURCE USE IN TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ACTIVITIES IN STATISTICS

63, At its eighteenth session, the Statistical Commission requested that its
Working Group consider the "develcpment, cver a period of time, of sultable
criteria for analysing the efficiency and effectiveness of resources used for
technical assistance operations in statistics". 7/ The Working Group discussed
thig item on the basis of an oral report. N

6h.  The Working CGroup was informed that since the eighteenth session of the
Commission there had been considerable discussion of technical assistance activi-
ties. At the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities, discussions were held
on the co-ordinaticn of field activities; in the Statistical Office, the whole
range of issues concerning technical assistance have been intensively reviewed.

65. With regard to the efficiency of resources used for technical assistance,
(i.e., whether the United Nations system is carrying out projects correctly), tthe
Working Group was informed that there is a considerable amount of eveluation of
the technical assisftance programme that is carried out in an ad hoc manner as the
ccecasion demsnds. Recently there was a survey of statistical training needs in
Asia, carried out by the Asian Statistical Institute. At the moment a similar
review is being planned in Africa through ECA. There are special review Teams
which pericdically visit large-scale statistical projects or large-scale projects
containing important statistical elements. Recent examples of this are in
Indonesia, Malaysia and Halti, There are also mid-term reviews of large-scale
UNDP-financed projects. In the past few years such reviews have been carried out
in the large-scale teaching projects in Tokyo, at Kampala and Rabat. There are
also so-called tripartite reviews of smaller projects i.e., by UNDP, the Govern-
" ment and the technical adviser. All in all, there is a great deal of project
evaluation, quite apart from the continucus technical guidance and response to
experts' reports.

66. However, the dquestion arises whether these reviews and evaluations are as
effective as they mighl be. One obvious need is for a better information system
for both management and evaluation of technical assistance projects. What is
needed ig a computer-based system that will supply summaries of project inputs
and outputs, together with estimaites of time andocost to completion. The
Statistical Office has indicated to UNDP and the Office of Technical Co-operation
that it would be prepared to participate in developing a project management and
evaluation system if resources were made available.

7/ Ibid., paragraph 4O.
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67. In trying to evaluate the effectiveness of resources for technical assistance,
i.e., whether the United Nations system is undertesking the right technical
assistence activities, there are various partners: (a) the countries themselves;
(b) individual agencies; and (c) the system as & whole. As regards (a), the
guestion may be asked whether the process of country programming and bilateral
assistance as currently executed is conducive to the most effective requests for
assistance in gtatistics. With regard tc (b), is each agency providing the right
over-all programme of technical assistance and regular budget activities?

Finally, concerning (c), is the system as a whole moving in the right direction
and in & co-ordinated manner?

53, Tt was proposed that an international seminar composed of producers and users
of statistics in developing countries might e convened to make a critique of the
impact of technical assistance and consider ways and means for rendering it more
effective. This would be followed, if necessary, by regional workshops on
specific issues. The programme would reduire the financial support of UNDE. The
ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities at 1ts 1976 session would specify the
gscope and content of the proposal.

69, The Yorking Group, while recognizing that, ultimately, the countries must
decide on the level of statistical activities, felt that international -agencies
ghould assist them in promoting the improvement of statistics. The Working Group
also strongly felt that improved co-ordinatilon, both at the national and
international levels, would help considerably to raise %he efficiency and
effectiveness of such assisbance, It would at least minimize the risk of duplice-
tion of effort and it would make the {ype of assistance much more satisfactery
from the point of view not of solving specific problems, but rather of a more
effective contribution to the development of the statistical system as a whole.

70. The Working Group felt that when projects that contain statistical elements
are undertaken in a counbtry, the central statistical office should be involved.
Tt takes a greab deal of time and efforttbodevelop a statistical infrastructure
with the expertise tc deal with the many statistical problems that countries are
faced with. Moreover, skilled resources are very scarce., Il would, therefore,be
much more efficient if the central statistical authorities were consulted in this
regard and placed in a position to exercise a co-ordinating influence.

71. During the diseussion, it was noted that statistical projects can be both
quantitative and gqualitative in nature, and ‘that to consider gualitative projects
as non-gtatistical could lead to serious problems.

72. The Working Group recalled that the Commission at its eighteenth session had
also been concerned with the trend in the availability and quality of resources

for bechnical assistance in statistics. There is a large number of vacant posts

in fields such as compubter applications, household surveys and,censuSts, training
and national accounts. The primary reason for the. vacanciés is the scarcity of

the required skills.s. The Statistical Office undertakes’ to provide nighly skilled
personnel which, of course, limits the possibilities. Furthermore, some countries

. . are understandably reluctant to part with Their skilled. staff,
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7%. The Commission was also concerned about the balance hetween edquipment and
other compenents of technical assistance. In this connexion, the Working Group
noted that inputs into any projects - experts, fellowships, eduipment - are
primarily determined by the Governments involved. The UNDP was not in a peosition
to influence countries in this regard, nor should it be.

74, The Working Group was pleased to note that the procedures surrounding
approval for projects were becoming somewhat simpler. The UNDP now gives its
"gpproval in principle", i.e., approval is given prior to completicn of all the
administrative details. None the iess, The procedures were gtill gquite complex
and cut across many administrative divisions within the United Nations system. It
hoped that, in time, there would be some streamlining.

75. The Vorking Group reiterated the view of the Commigsion that there is a real
need for countries to establish three- to five-year plans and programmes for
national statistical activities as integral parts of the national development
plen. The plans should focus on data needs, personnel development and facility
requirements and should, of course, be linked to the UNDP planning cycles. One
such cycle is just ending and the new cycle covering 1977-1981 is beginning. Many
country programmes are already in their initial planning stages, with final
approval from the UNDP Governing Council expected from mid-1976 to 1973. Tt is
very important for statistical offices to act at an appropriately early stage.

76, Pinally, the Working Group vas informed that an settempt will be made to i
include, in the next report to the Commission on technical assistance, an indica-
tion of the nature and magnitude of bilateral technical assistance,

77. 1In conclusion, the Working Group felt:

{(a) That the field of statistics was not getting the priority it deserves
both et the national and internetional levels and recommended that efforts should
be made to rectify this;

(b) That greater efforls should be made to increase the awareness of
decision-mekers of the importance of statistics for social and eccnomic planning,
management and administration; and

(c) That reflecting the fact that integration of various projects is
probably more impertant in statistics than in any other field, the need for
co-ordination of technicel assistance at the national as well as the international
level is of the highest importance.

70,  The Working Group reccmmended that the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical
Activivies:

(2) Should attempt to develop proposals for improving co-ordination of
technical assistance at both the national and international levels. The Working
Group fell that it would be useful if the three country papers being prepared for
the Commission (see paragraph 7) could deal, inter alia, with co-ordination of
teehnical assistance activities as they see 1it;

/...
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(b) Should consider ways which would help UNDP co-ordinate those of their
projects which have statistical components;

(c) Should, with the help of UNDP, explore ways of better co-ordinating
UNDP assistance with that given by bilg donors so that no major survey is
launched in a country without the Concurrence of or, at the very least, consulta-
tion with the central statistical authority;

(d) Should improve the flow of informaticn in order better to manage and
evaluate technical assistance projects.

79. The Working Group alsc:

(») Endorsed the proposal concerning an interregional seminar for 1977;

b Welcomed the initiatives concerning evaluation; and
& 3

(c) Expressed its appreciation that UNDP hed been able to participate in
its deliberations.

VIII. RELATIVE PRIORITIES OF THE MAJCR STATISTICAL POLICY OBJECTIVES

80. In accordance with a request from the Statistical Commission, the Working
Group considered,on the basis of a note prepared by the Secretary-General
(E/CN.5/AC.I/6)2 the interrelationships and the relative pricrities of the major
statistical policy objectives adopted by the Commission at its eighteenth session.
The note set out the six major statistical policy objectives to be used as
guidelines for the work to be perfcrmed by the international organizations in
developing intermnational statistics in the period 1975-197G.

81. - The Working Group noted that the statistical policy objectives and relative
priorities were designed for the United Nations system as a whole and that, as a
consequence, they had to be very broad. WNeverthelesg, some members felt that, in
view of changing circumstances, they should be reviewed and that it would be
ugseful to classify the programmes included in "International statistical
programmes, 1977-1681" according to the major policy objectives.

32,  The Working Group agreed thab the Commission, in considering "Internatiocnal
statistical programmes, 1977-1981", shouvld discuss the major statistical policy
cbjectives with & view to a reassessment of their scope and relative priorities,
in the light of up-to-date developments,

IX. INTERWATTICWAL STANDARD CLASSIFICATIONS
£%. The Working Group considered this item on the basis of oral reports. It was

informed that an expert group of consultants had met in New York during September,
October and November 197l in order tc make proposals on the whole range of

v
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complex problemg involved in the harmenization of standard international
gtatistical clagsifications.

O, The conclusions arrvived at were of a shorb-run and long-run nature. In the
short run, classificaticns would not change significantly. TIn the long run, the
expert group recommended that the number of basic classifications be kept To a
minimum. Thus, it proposed that an internaticnal ghandard commodity classifica-
tion be developed a8 a basis from which all the commodity clessificaticns required
for aifferent analytical purposes can be derived. Companion sgtandard classifica-
tions of services and non-transportable goods were alsgo proposed to complete the
basic system of clasgificaticons covering all types of economic activity and
products.

85. The Working Group noted that final proposals for the Ninth Revision of the
Tnbernational Classification of Diseases {ICD) have been circulated by the WHO
gsecretariat to its member countries. The propcsals will be reviewed by delegales
to the International Revigion Conference to be held 30 3eptember to 6 Qctober 1975
at Geneva. The report of the Conference, with the Winth Revision annexed, will be
submitted to the twenty-ninth World Health Assembly in May 1976 for adoption.

06, It is plamned to publish the Winth Revision by the end of 1976, one year
before it 1s to come into effect.

37. The Working Group noted the progress made on the UNESCO Internatiocnal
gtendard Clagsification of Fducation (ISCED) since the eighteenth session of the
Statistical Commission. The draft ISCED was exemined at a meeting of experts in
December 197N where its adoption and application were recommended, with some minor
amendments.

83. A revised version of ISCED, Gaking inte account the conclusions of the
meeting, will be published in 1975. This revised version will Then be considered
by the International Cenference on FEducaticn in August 1975, and, if adopted, will
he submilbted for [inal approval to the UNESCO General Conference in 1976.

8¢, The Working Group was informed that the ILO and UNESCO were preparing, for
the 1476 session of the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities, a background
paper describing various issues involved in the preparation of an international
stahdard classification of levels of skillg Tor which there wag a certain demand.

- 20, The Working Group took note of The reports.

¥. DATE AND PLACE CF THE SEVENTH SESSION ”////

‘ ' 27

91, The Working Group recommended that its seventh session should be held from Jfﬂ*
L

4 4o & July 1977 at Geneva. —
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