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SUMMARY

The present document is a progress report, presented for the information of
the Commission, on the statistical activities of the regional commissions and
the Inter-American Statistical Institute since the eighteenth session of the
Statistical Commission, in October 197L. Tt covers the work of the Economic
Commission for Europe (paras. 2-19), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (paras. 20-45), the Economic Commission for Africa (paras. 46-68)
and the Inter-American Statistical Institute (paras. 69-85).

*  The Sécretary—General wishes to thank the fnter-American Statistical

Institute for its contribution to this report.
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1. At its eighteenth session, the Commission considered a progress report by the
Secretary-General entitled "Regional conferences of statisticians and similar
bodies" (E/CN.3/L466). 1/ The present document is thé corresponding report on
statistical work done since the eighteenth segsion. A progress report on the
statistical work of the specialized agencies (E/CN.3/497) and a report on the work
of the Statistical Office of the United Wations (E/CN.3/498) are also before the
C?mmission. :

I. TOONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE (ECE)

A, Conference of Furcpean Statisticians

2. The Conference held its twenty-third session in June 1975 (ECE/CES/6) and the
twenty-fourth session is scheduled for June 1976, The main developments in the
Conference's work durlnﬂ the programme years 19TL/75 and 1975/76 are described
below.

1. Economic statistics

3. The Conference contirmed to co-operate in the work of the Statistical
Comm1581on on the extension and further development of the systems cf national
accounts and balances. A meeting was held on price measurment in external trede
and meetlngs on public sector statistics and on statistics of producer prices will
be held in July 1976. Work continued on an international comparison of relative
income difference within the population, which is being carried out Jointly by
eight countries, and the final report on this work is expected to be available
during 1976. The Conference continued work on a study of the use of national
accounts and balances for the co-ordination of economic statistics. A meeting is
planned for 1676/77 to review the implementation and possible further development
of the System of National Accounts (SNA) and the System of Balances of the
National FEconomy (MPS).

L. A second meeting on the International Standard Classification of all Goods

end Services (ICGS) was held, and the relevant parts of the classification are
being submitted to expert groups on partlcular parts, for their comments. Work
continued on the preparation of s conversion key between the Standard International
Trade Classification (STTC) and the Standard Foreign Trade Classification (SFTC)

of the Couucil for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA).

5. The Conference continued to co-operate with the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations {(FAO) and the Committee on Agricultural Problems
of ECE in developing sgricultural statistics. A meeting was held on the programme
for the 1980 World Census of Agriculture. Work continued on a Eurcpean handbook

l/ Official Records of the Eeconomic and 8001al (ouncil, Fifty-eighth Session,
Supplement No. 2 (E/5603 and Corr.l), paras. 15T- 167.
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of economic accounts for agriculture. Preparations were made for a wmeeting on food

consuaptioh surveys in 1976/77.

6.. The Conference continued to co-operate with the United Nations Educational,
Scientific -and Cultural Orgenizaticn (UNESCO) and the senior advisers to ECE
Governments on science and technology. A seminar on this subject was held at Prague
in January 1976.

T. Work also continued on statistics of energy, chemicals, tourism and fixed

capital formation,istocks and profits.

2. Social and demopraphic statistics

8. The Conference continued to participate in the development of a System of
Social and Demographic Statistics (SSDS), At its fifth session, in April 1975, the
Working Party on this subject gave further consideration to.the common concepts,
definitions and classifications of the system. Groups of rapporteurs are working on
links among the subsystems of S8DS, links between S8DS and the systems of naticnal
accounts and balances, and the elaboration of the active sequence. The sixth
session of the Working Party will be held in May 1976 tc study, inter alia, the
revised version of the draft international guidelines on social indicators
(B/CH.3/4G8), in accordance with a request of the Statistical Commission. 2/

9. The Conference continued to co-operate with the World. Health Organization (WHO)
on health statistics, with UNESCO on statistics of .education and of culture and with
the International Labour Organization (IL0O) on manpower statistics. A meeting was
held jointly with UNESCO on statistics of culture, in September 19T7h4, and another
neeting jointly with UNESCO on statistics of education will be held in April 1976.
The Conference also co-operates with the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning
of ECE in the dévelopment of housing statisties; a joint meeting will be held in
August 1976. : '

10. 1In the demographic field, a meeting was held on migration statistics and a
second meeting on fertility surveys (the latter in co-operation with the
International Statistical Institute and the International Union for the Scientifiec
Study of Population in support of the World Fertility Survey). Preparations were
made for the elaboration of a European programme for the 1980 population and housing
censuses (within the framework of the world prograrme in this field).

3. Other statistical subjects‘

11. At its twenty-third session, the Conference considered statistics of regions
within countries, on the basis of papers prepared by the Union of Soviet Bocialist
Republics, the United States of America and several other countries, and will take
up the subject sgain at its twenty-fourth session,

2/ Ibid., para. 80 (a) and (e).
/I-.
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12, The Conference has undertaken a study on the measurement and presentetion of
the degree of accuracy of statistics and on methods of improving accuracy including
the use of statistical methods in the production of statistics. These questions
were discussed at the twenty-third plenary session and will be considered again at
the twenty-fourth session,

Y, Organizationél,and operational subjects
¥ "

13. The Working Party on [Flectronic Dabta Processing wmet in March 1976 and
discussed, as main subjects, data Dase management, computing in national statistical
services after 1980, integrated statistical informstion systems, automated system
of state statistics snd automated editing ané imputation of statistical data bases,
Further work on data base management was carried on by a group of rapporteurs, The
Conference also agreed to co-operate in the Integrated Statistical Information
System (ISIS) sem1nars conducted by the Computing Research Centre at Bratislava,

1

B. Btatistical work of the principal subsidiary bodies of ECE

14, The Group of Experts on Transport Statistics of the Inland Transport Committee
of ECE met in January 1975, The main subjects discussed were price and guantity
indices in transport; ICGS relating to transport equipment and services; Annual
Bulletin of Transport Statistics for Europe; energy and environmental statistics
related to transport; terms and definitions of transport statistics; censuses of
road traffic on main international traffic arteries; and statlstliég?f road traffic

accidents, : W -

(fC)Vi'KLS. The Joint FAQ/HCE Working Party on Forest -Heomcmiss andl%tatistics of the
Timber Committee of ECHE and the European Forestry Commission of FAO met in
April 1975, The main subjects discussed were cash and price statistics, conversion
factors, removal statisties, forest resource appraisal and wood supply forecasting,
environmental benefits of forestry, classification and definitions of forest
products, labour statistics and title and terms of reference of the Working Party.

16. The Group of Experts on Coal Statistics of the Coal Committee of ECE held its
session in June 1975. The main subjects discussed were decisions of the Coal
Comnittee concerning the Group of Fxperts'! work, statistical bulletins and other
activities in the field of energy statistics, internationally comparable
measurements of productivity, productivity forecasts, statistical methods of
recording and analysing the working time at mechanized coal faces, capital formation
and costs of preduction, methods of analysing aceident statistics in the coal mining
industries and principles of presenting statisties of high output.

Cfr”ﬂ 17. The Group of Experts on Gas Statistics of the Committee on Gas of ECE met in
September 1975, The Group of Expe r}s Egns%der » inter alia, the activities of the
Sub=-Committee on Statlstlcs~&né-on Junl InternatlonalqS?ses§=§§rGas Union,
statistical information published perlodlcally, questions arising from the gracual
transition to the International System of Units, collection of statistical
information on underground gas storage facilities, international comparison of

Joas
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ratios within the gas industry, harmonization of questionnaires on gas statisties,
technical problems related to the "over—all balance sheets of energy" and use of
computers in forecasting gas dewands,

18. All other statistical meetings under the programmes of the principal
subsidiary bodies of ECE were convened jointly with the Conference of Eurcpean
Statisticians and have already been mentioned above,

19. During the period under review, statistical issues were also considered
directly by other principal subsidiary bodies of ECE, namely, by the Steel
Cormittee, the Committee on Electric Power, the Committee on Housing, Building and
Planning, the Ad Hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries and the Working
Party on Automation. These bodies were informed of the relevant statistical work
of the Conference and the FCE secretariat, including the preparation of the
corresponding statistical publications of ECE.

II. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE
PACIFIC (ESCAT)

20, During the period under review, statistical activities in the HSCAP region
were geared to contemporary needs and developments in economic, social and
demographic statistics. However, for lack of financial suprort from the

United Wations Development Programme (UNDP) and developed countries, a number of
technical meetings have had to be either cancelled, rescheduled or postponed
indefinitely. :

A, Statistical collection, compilation and anslysis

2l. The Statistics Division continued the project begun in 1972 on the collection
of census data or demographic surveys of countries of the ESCAP region, Those
countries which took part in the 1970 World Programme of Povulation Censuses were
requested to provide a copy of a one-in-a-hundred semple file of households, on
magnetic tape, for researeh purposes, So far, eight data sets covering seven
countries of the region have been acquired. It is planned that in preparation for
the 1980 Vlorld Programme of Population Censuses, requests will be made to countries
well before the census, thus leaving adequate time for including the generation of
sample data by computer as an integral part of their census.

22. With regard to regular collection and dissemination of regional informetion,
the following pubtlications were issued:

23. BStatistical Yearbcok for Asia and the Pacific, 1973 and 1974 issues; 1975
issue is in press. A Supplement, containing a description of the series included
in the Yearbook, will be issued in 1976.

24, Quarterly Bulletins of Statistics for Asia and the Pacific were issued
regularly. ©Special feature articles were "Data bases for statistical systems"
(June 1973); "International recommendations and implementation problem: civil

registration and sample registration" (September 1973); "Review of the input-output

/Il.
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tables compiled in the Philippines” {Decémber 1973); "Statisties for environmental
studies and policies"™ (March 1974); "System of social and demographic statistics”
(June 1974); and "Population change and development problems of the ESCAP region"
(September 1074).

25. PBtatistical Indicators in ESCAP Countries. The coverage and content are
continually enlarged in this quarterly publication.

\‘:_‘ . H
26. Foreign Trade Statistics of Asia and the Pacific, 1670, and parts of 1971 and |
1972 (published in sections as date from countries become available). |

27. Statistical Newsletter. Issues for 1975 were, for various reasons, combined
for March snd June, and September and December. Quarterly periocdicity will be
resumed in 1976.

28, Handbook on Cereal and Fertlllzer Statistics of ESCAP Countries. Ad hoc
publication 1ssuqd in 1975, '

29. Report on Sample Surveys in ESCAP Region. FRleventh and twelfth annual issues,
pertaining to 1973 and 1974k, were reieased. The twelfth report includes particulears
of 97 large-scale sample surveys conducted in 20 countries and a listing of 125
repetitive -surveys, the details of which were given in earlier reporte.

: {

B. gStatistical methods and standards
3C. Evaluative methodological studies on compilation of national accounts and
input-output tables were undertaken for & nunber of countries of the region., With
the appointment of an adviser on social statistics at the beginning of March 1976,
nethodelogical studies will be undertaken for developing series on social statistics
and social indicators. A regional programme of vital statistics will commence
during the second half of 1976, in which a regional adviser on vital stabtistics will
study the civil registration systems in the countries of the region and advise them
on the improvement of administration, coverage, compilation of data on vital events
and their analysis, Vital statistics surveys will alsc be studied and improvements
suggested,

31. The study on commodity balances in six countries of the region, nemely,

Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, the Republiec of Korea, Singapore and Thailand, |
a joint project of ESCAP, the Asian Development Bank, FAO and the Institute for

Developing Economies (Tokyo) continued and is expected to be completed by

March 1977. ‘ - ' 6

32, A joint ESCAP/IERD project on household survey data on incomeé distribution was |
initiated in 1975. The project aims at an asgessment and analy51s of household | -
surveys in the developing countries of Asia, which 1nclude information on inccme '

or expenditure as well as employment and other socio=economic characterlstlcs. For ‘ |
selected developing countries, profiles will be prepared of different incorie groups, |
which can provide an empirical basis for formulatlnn appropriate plannlnﬂ ‘ i
strategies. '

] /-fou
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C. Btatistics development

33. During the pericd under review, the first session of the Committee on _
Statistics, the successor to the Conference of Asian Stetisticlans, was held at
Tﬁﬁﬁifazgfhdone81a in November 1974, The Committee reviewed the staﬁistics
develorment activities in the countries of the ESCAP region, the activities of .

, ESCAP secretariat in the development of statistiecs and the work of the Asian

" Statistical Institute. It recognized the need for data on energy, environment and
culture and considered methods and frameworks for developing them. The Committee
also considered the reports of the Workshop on Census Tabulation Using COCENTS
System and of the Working Group on Manpower and Labour Statistiecs. The COCENTS
system for the tabulation of data from censuses and surveys has now been installed
in a number of countries in the region and some of them will be using it to process
censuses conducted during 1976. With regard to manpower and labour statistics, the
Committee concurred with the views of the Working Group regarding the in-depth
analysis and use of population census data and supplementing them with data from
labour force surveys, and the need for measurlng employment , unemployment and
under-employment more adequately.

34, In reviewing the implementation of & proposed scheme (known as the "L.2
scheme") for collecting economic statistics of shipping, the Committee

gtressed that the scheme was the best way of cobtaining the required statistics

at reasonable cost, and recommended that it remain one of the priority components
of the ESCAP work programme. In November 1975, a task force visited a selected
number of countries in the region to study the problems of implementation of the
L.2 scheme. :

35. The Committee also considered the ESCAP programme of activities in statistices
and, in the light of the changing world situation and consequent importance of
certain topies, suggested a schedule of technical meetings. The Committee
considered these meetings highly important in promoting statistics development and
suggested intensification of efforts to secure funds needed to organize them,

36. A Vorking Croup on Current Demographic Statistics was organized in June 1975
at Bangkok. The CGroup reviewed the state of demographic statistics in the countries
of the region and emphasized the need for improving the civil registration system,
It 2lso stressed that sample registration systems and other types of vital
statistics surveys had a definite role to play in improving the quality and
timeliness of vital statistics, The Group also considered the demographic
subsystem of the System cf Social and Demographic Statistics (8SDS) &nd recommended
that a simplified adaptation of the system be prepared, appropriate to the stage

of statistical development in the countries of the region. ' Cn the subject of
social indicators the Group felt that there was a need for preparing and
circulating a methodelogical note for preparing these indicators and that the
indicators should be at national as well as regional levels,

3T. A Vorking Group of Statistical Experts, recommended by the Committee on
Stetistics, met at Bangkok in October 1975. It reviewed the statistical development
activities of the countries of the region as well as the secretariat and noted the
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finanecial constraints faced by ESCAP which resulted in its difficulties in
convening technical meetings desired by countries of the region. It emphasized
the need for seeking funds from various sources.

D. Statistical training

38. The Asian Statistical Institute (Tokyo) entered its second phase (1975-1979)
in October 1975 and started its sixth general course in Novermber. Earlier it
successfully conducted the fourth and fifth general courses and two advanced
courses. In addition, it conducted country courses in Afghanistan and Sri Lanka.

39. Tor the second phase, the duration of the ~eneral courses has been reduced

from 10 to 6 months. This was primarily to allow for more advanced courses of

six weeks' duration to be organized on topics of contemporary interest, and also
for more country courses. Thus, two advanced courses have been planned for the

_year 1975-T6. Hepotiations are also in progress to conduct two country courses

during the period.

" L0, With financial assistance from the Government of France, the training centre
for French-speaking countries contidued to function in Vientiane, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, but parti01pants at the centre were only from that country
during the last year or so.

L1. Countries of the region continued to avail themselves of the facilities
provided under the LSCAP Netherlands Fellowship Programme. Under this scheme,
fellowships which include travel costs and living expenses, are awarded to
nationals in one country for training in another country within the region for a
period which normally does not exceed six months,

E. Advisory services

4L2. The regional adviser on national accounts, financed by UIDP, continued to
provide valusble assistance to the countries of the region. He undertook missions
to Tran, Maldives, Indonesia, Western Samoa, Papua Wew Guines, Thailapnd, Nepal and
the Trust Terrltory of the Pacific Islands.

43. The regional adviser on data processing, provided by the Federal Republic of
Germany on a funds-in-trust basis, completed his services at the end of 1973.
During 1975 he undertook a number of missions to countries including those of the
South Pacific region, evaluating their data processing needs and suggesting ways
of improving the performance of data processing centres wherever they existed.

L, A COCENTS specialist, financed by the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities (UNFPA), worked in the region in 1975. He assisted in installing
COCENTS package programme in a number of countrles, including those of the South
Pacific, This was considered to be timely in view of the forthcoming round of
population censuses. The system was alsc proving useful for the tabulation of
the World Fertility Survey.

b
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45, A regional adviser on social statistics ~ the need for whose services had
been voiced at many meetings of regional statisticians - joined the staff of the
ESCAP Statistics Division in March 1976. He was provided by the Government of the
Wetherlands on & funds-in-trust basis, for two years initially. A regional
adviser on vital statistics, provided through an UNFPA project, is likely to start
working by mid-1976.

TTI. ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA {=CA)

46. TECA statistical activities continued tc concentrate on the two basic
objectives of assisting the development of African statistical services and
providing &ata for the region as a whole. African statistics are improving as

a result of data requirements for development planning and for assessing the
impact of world econcmic problems on the region but a great deal of work has to he
done ‘before they can be considered satisfactory. The following notes summarize
the principal developments during the last two years.

A. General aspects of co-crdination and development

47. The ninth session of the Conference of African Statisticians met at Lomé,
Togo, in October 1675, Among the principal tonics considered were: organization
" and staffing of national statistical services, technical assistance and training,
data precessing, general timeliness of data, development of standardized national
accounts, revigion of regional work on external trade statistics, improvemént
of industrial statistics, progress of the Africam Census Programme and the
follow-up operation on household surveys. The Conference also reviewed the LCA
statistical work programme and publications in the 1ight of national requirements
and those arising from the New International Economie Order.

L8, A vevised Bibliogrephy of African Statistical Publieations and an African
-Directory of Statisticiansg were distributed and a report on the Use of Computers
by Statisticéal Offices in Africa was prepared. The ECA Statistical Newsletter
continued but with fewer issues because of translation problems and the increasing
demand for the Statistical and Fconomic Information Bulletin, which is tendlng to
supersede the Newsletter as the principal general-purpose documeunt.

h9. In 1975, greater demand for mere adeguate data at the regional level became
apparent and it was decided to develop existing activities in the form of a data
bank operation involving full co-operaticn with the countries of the region.
Preliminary plans were made for the revision and extension of existing computerized
files, and the replacement of ECA equipment by a new machine with magnetic tape

ahd disec facilities was approved. However the selected supplier had difficulties
in fulfilling the equipment order. The data bank is expected to include an
extensive documentation reference service.

50. A survey was conducted on the organization, activities and staffing of African
national statistical services. The project arose from concerns of the Conference
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of African Statisticians about the status of national services within goverrmentsl
structures and staff losses arising from an unsatisfactory condition of service.
Results of the study showed the concerns to be fully justified.

B. Training

ﬁ 51. For the biennial review of the statistical training programme, in 1975
up~to-date informaticn was obtained on the activities of all statistical centres

providing regional services including details on enrolment and examination
results. Support to a number of these centres continued through lecturing
assignments, participation in advisory board meetings and the organization of
seminars. At the request of UNDP, preparations were made for a review of
statistical training needs in Africa and for a follow-up working group scheduled
for 1976.

C. National saccounts, finance and prices

52. The principal regional advisory missions in national accounts ard related
basic series took place in the Gambia, the Upper Volta, the Niger, Senegal,
Mauritania, Cape Verde and Guines-Bissau. Two members of the Statistics Division
of ECA participated in the Interregional Seminar on a Revised System of National
Accounts at Caracas in December 1975. Their travel included visits to the

United Nations Statistical Office, the World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund for discussions on project arrangements and data exchange. ZEfforts are being
made to develop practical collabeoration between the World Bank and ECA in country
missions.

53. A report on the 1974 study on the application of the revised System of
National Accounts for Africa was completed, together with two papers for the
Caracas meeting.

54, Estimates of gross domestic product elassified by.origin and expenditure

for all countries of the region were extended through 1974 and provisional
estimates for 1975 were compiled. Difficulties were encountered in applying
general deflators to obtain natiocnal constant price series because of large price
movements. Work was, therefore, initiated early in 1976 to incorporate sectoral
deflators in the computerized calculations.

>5. DBiennial comparisons of national price data obtained from the regional
purchasing power parity study were calculated, but no report was prepared because
of limited staff resources. New activities on the collecticn of commodity
production, trade and related price data were initiated but country response was
too limited to provide satisfactory material for pubtlication; the position is
expected to improve in 1977. There was satisfactory progress in extending the
compilation of external transactions and public sector statistics.

56. A training workshop on external transactions was organized in April 1975 as
a joint project with the Institute of Statistics and Applied Economics at Kempala.

[on.
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Special studies included the compilaticn of data on patterns of private consumption
expenditure in Central Africa, the growth of capital budgets and the structure
and importance of non-monetary activities.

D. ZExternal trade

"57. In agreement with the Conference of African Statisticians, a questionnaire
on external trade statistics methods and practices was sent to all countries of
the region early in 1976. The inquiry is detailed and the report will be made

available as early as possible in 1977.

58. The two publications on Foreign Trade Statistics of Africa made normal
progress. Series A deals with the direction of total trade while Series B provides
details on the direction of commodity trade for items in excess of *US 1,000 each
yvear. The processing of African commodity trade data is shared with the United
Nations Statistical Office, and the ECA punched card records are sent -
systematically to Geneva where they are transferred to magnetic tape. When the
ECA computer equipment is up-graded, copies of all the tapes relating to African
countries will be sent to BCA for inclusion in the data bank.

59. Plans for Series C, dealing with selected data and enalytical summaries, were
agreed with the Conference of African Statisticians. A provisional format is
under' consideration and topics of special interest are likely to be intra-African
trade and terms of trade. The first issue of the new series is scheduled for
197T; in the meantime, experiemntal compilations will be published in the
Statistical and Fconomic Information Bulletin. ' '

E, TIndustrial statistics

60. A review of regional progress in industrial statistics was prepared for the
1975 session of the Jonference of African Statisticians and classifications were
examined in connexion with United Nations Statistical Office projects. Routine
work was maintained on the compilation of general industrial statistics and
commodity production with special reference to energy. Plans were prepared for
ohgoing studies aimed at filling some of the more important data gaps of the
region.

F. Other econcmic statisties

61. A transport statistics dats base was initiated and this project is expected

to receive bilateral assistance. Other topice included data on tourism and a

project on food balance sheets in collaporatign mith FAO. , '

‘ o C exz .y
62, The -wirbess Statistical Yearbool was issued late as a result of

printiqg difficulties. The 1975 issuf was completed early ia 1976 but there is no
information on publication dates. The Statistical and Fconomic Information

' /evs
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Bulletin is making normal progress, and No. 9'is expected to go to the printer in
June 1976,

G. Demographic and social statistics

63. Administrative and technical support to the African Census Programme was

§ maintained, together with preparatory work for the propcsed African Household

Survey Capability Programme {see E/CN.3/4T3, also before the Commisgion, for
details on the latter).

64. The ECA/UNESCO Manual on Demographic Semple Surveys in Africa was published.
Documentation was prepared for a civil registration project jointly undertaken
with the Common Organization of African and Malagasy States (0OCAM) and staff
members participated in a meeting held in March 1976. A study on migration
statistics was published. Compilation of material for the demographic and social
statistics data base continued.

H. African Census Programme

65. During the reporting period population census enumerations were completed in
the Ivory Coast, Sierra Lecne, the Central African Republic, Madagascar and the
Upper Volta. A further 10 countries aim to undertake censuses that they were
unable to conduct during the normel period of the 1970 census round and special
assistance to the more difficult cases continued. Regular work on census
preparations or data processing of results was maintained in other participating
countries including some which have early operations in the 1980 round of censuses.

66. A study was completed on the practical application of population census
post-enumeration surveys under African conditions and preliminary data were
collected for another inquiry into the enumeration of nomadic populations. Work'
commenced on the revision of global and regional recommendations to be used for

the 1980 World(EEE%E_’;EréébPopulatlon and Housing Censﬁ%*v

I. African Household Survey Capability Programme

67. TFollowing the 1974 working group on household surveys, detailed proposals
for a project to assist African countries in developing permanent field survey
organizations were finalized and a specification of household data regquirements
was prepared in collaboration with the United Nations Statistical Office ahd
specialized agencies. In agreement with the Conference of African Statisticians,
the programme was reoriented to place primary emphasis on household economiec data
relating to productive activity, employment, income distribution ete. with
demographic and social characteristics as the essential supporting linkages.

68. The programme is strongly supported by African countries as well as by
international agencies. The essential requirement in initiating effective field
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work is a minimum of two regional advisers at ECA to work initially with a small
number of selected countries in specifying the means by which field survey
organizations can be developed., VWhen precise proposals have been established in
this way, more effective action can be taken in financing individual country
projects and the programme as a whole. It should be noted that a few African
countries are already well advanced in applying the arrangements envisaged and

their activities can serve as a lead for the remainder of the region.

IV, INTER-AMERICAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE (TAST)

A, Committee on Improvement of National Statisties (COINS)

69. COINS, composed of the chief statistical officers of the American nations,

‘held its twelfth session at Lima, Peru, from 11 to 18 Wovember 1975. The agenda

includéd matters relating to the esdministration and ovperation of computers,
development and uge of data banks, identification of gaps between existing
statistics and current reguirements of users of data. COINS adopted inter-American
standards for two sections of the Inter-American Program of Basic Statistices
(PIEB): statistics on sicence and technology, and sgricultural statisties on
vegetables and fruits. The session also considered proposals on long-term
national programmes of food and agricultural statisties, and the bases for the
formulation of standards for the censuses of agriculture to be taken under the

1980 Program of the World Census of Agriculture and the Program of the Census of
America. PIEB was adopted by COINS in Panama in 196k,

T0. Two round tables were held during the session on topics of general interest
to the statistical offices of the region. One was on sampling techniques which
could be applied to the censuses to be taken as part of the Program of the 1980
Census of America (evaluation of past experience and suggestions for the future).
The other dealt with achievements and objectives of the reorgenization of national
statistical systems, with particular reference to centralization and
decentralization and its 'relationship to develowment planning.

Tl. With regard to statistical co-ordination, there were also informal meetings,
according to subregions, of COINS members from countries belonging to the Latin
Mmerican Free Trade Association (LAFTA), the Cartagena Agreement and the Central
American Common Market to exchange information and viewpoints on needs for
statistical data, problems faced in meeting them and possible solutions.

T2. The thirteenth session of COINS is scheduled to be held in the second half of
1977, concurrently with the seventh Inter-American Statistical Conference,
possibly in the Dominican Republic or in Argentina.

L

B. Inter-American Program of Basic Statistics (PIEB)

73. Considering the limited resources of the IAST secretariat, it is felt that
the work related %o hasic statistics has advanced normzlly. The draft
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inter-American standards submitited by the COINS sub-committees have been considered
and adopted by COINS itself. In view of the progress made in the ?evision of the
various sections of PIEB, it is assumed that its publication will be initiated

in 1976. ‘

C. Program of the Census of Mmerics

1. Program of 1970

Th. OFf 25 countries members of IAST, 23 took their censuses of population and
housing and 19 took censuses of agriculture. The activities related tc these
included promotion, development of inter-American standards, review of census
plans, preparation or revision of census schedules, forms and instructions,
participation in the organization and taking of experimental censuses, technical
assistance and personnel training. These activities were carried out in
collaboration with international organizations, prinecipally those of the United
Nations system {Statistical Office, Population Division, FCLA, Latin American
Demographic Centre (CELADE) and FAO) and in some cases with national organizations
such as the United States Agency for International Development.

2.  Program of 1980

75. As mentioned above, COINS adopted the bases for the formulation of standards
for the 1980 censuses of agriculture. An inguiry to the netional statistical
offices is being conducted on the topics that the respective country intends to
add, delete or modify with respect to the list of topies, definitions and
tabulations for the 1970 censuses of population and housing. The results of the
inguiry at the regional level and the draft standards for the censuses of
population and housing at the world level will be examined by the Sub-Committee
on Demographic, Housing and Related Statistics of COINS, at its third session,
scheduled to be held during the second half of 1976.

D. Repionsl Labor Statistics Program (PRET)

76. This Program was prepared in compliance with the recommendation approved by
the Inter-American Econcwic and Social Council at its seventh meeting (Panama, 1971)
and was submitted to the United Wations Development Programme (UNDP) for financing,
The main cbjective of this project is to strengthen the institutions in each
country responsible for statistics of concern to the labour sector through a
systematic, long-range joint effort by the planning agencies, the national
statistical services and the ministries of labouvr, with the support, at the
international level, of organizations interested in this objective.

7. A large number of countries have supported this project and activities have
been initiated. These activities ineclude visits to several countries of the region
to evaluate the statue of labour statisties; @irect technical assistance missions

/.
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on labour statistics or in connexion with specific topiecs such as consumer price
indexes, income and family expenditure surveys etc.; financing fellowships for
study in the United States; course on labour statistics of subregional scope
(Panama, 1974}, with participants from countries of the Central American Isthmus
and the Caribbean: snd designstion of a regional specialist on labour statistics,
with headquarters in Mexico, to ccllaborate with the Govermment of Mexice in
preliminary activities related to PRET. A national course on labour statistics
was held in San Salvador, El Salvador in 1975. Arrangements are being made to
hold a seminar on labour statistics programmes management in Mexico in 1976,

E. Technical assistance

78. During the period under review, technical assistance missions - usually of
short duration - were carried out (or are in process), inter alia, in sampling,
data collection, statistical publications, date processing, training of statistical
personnel, statistical organization, household sample surveys, censuses of
agriculture, economic indicators, educational statistics, labour statistics,
industrial statistics, transport statistics and external trade statisties.

T, Statistical training

79. Statistical training activities are grouped in regicnal, subregional and
national courses.

1. Regional courses

80. Most of these courses are conducted at the Inter-American Statistical Training
Center (CIENES) at Santiago, Chile, whose programme includes three regular courses
offered simultenecusly and annually, and cother occasional activities. During the
period under review, these courses are: statistical techniques, economic and
social statistics and mathematical statistics (leading to a Master's degree). An
applied research programme for graduates of the course on mathematical statistics
is conducted each year. The following specialized courses were also conducted at
CIENES in 1975: statistical techniques on education, demographic statistics,
statistics on science and technology and advanced sampling.

2. Subregional courses

81. The following were held in Panama, using the facilities offered by that
Government and with the colleboration of professors of CIENES: (a) course on
labour statistics (18 September-22 Novenmber 19Tk}, with 39 participants; and
(v) course on agricultural statistics (22 September»lh November 1975), with the
collaboration of FAGC, and with 27 participants.
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3. National courses

82. At the request of the respective Governments, statisticel courses have been
carried out in the following countries, with the collaboration of CILENES
professors: courses on statistical techniques for personnel of the Tnstituto
Nacional de Estadistica of Chile; statistical techrniques and economic and social
statistics at the Superintendéncia do Desenvolvimento do Nordeste (SUDENE), in
 Recife, Brazil. Alsc, as mentioned above, & national course on labour statistics
‘was conducted at the Direceidn General de Estadistica v Censos of Tl Salvador.
A

G: Publications

83. The 1974 edition of América en Cifras, composed of eight volumes, was
published. Although it is published in Spanish only, an Tnglish transletion of
the introducticn, teble of'contents and introductory notes, as well as of the
titles, headings, foot-notes ete. of the tables is included in each .volume.

84, The Boletin Fstadistico, published monthly, rrovides dates of more urgéent
demand produced in the period between editions of Amdrica en Cifras.

85. The gquarterly journal Estadistica, the official organ of IASIﬁ'const;tutes
one of its means of fostering statistical interchange and development in the
Western Hemisphere. :




