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OPENING DATA IN A SMALL 
SOCIETY
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THE CHALLENGE

Increasing demand for data

•New types of data

•Extended time series

•Numerous tabulations

•Custom tabulations

Limited human resources to 
respond to data requests

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS

• Legal mandate to maintain confidentiality

• Statistics Act, 1984 Section 17

• Small society (2.7 million people)

• Small open economy (less than 40,000 establishments)

• The Institute’s appetite for opening data

• Capacity for disclosure control

• Capacity to disseminate

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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OTHER INITIATIVES AND DEVELOPMENTS

• Open Data Readiness Assessment done

• Open Data Policy being promulgated

• National decision to subscribe to the IMF’s Special Data
Dissemination Standard (SDDS)

• Data Protection Act being promulgated

• Stakeholder needs for improved analyses

• Increasing respondent apathy and privacy concerns

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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WHERE WE STARTED

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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THE PROCESS

Internally

•Contacted ODIN to better understand the score

•Assessed feasibility and developed a strategy

•Received training in statistical disclosure control

• Identified lead to coordinate activities

•Improved the Institute’s website

Externally

• Inter-agency committee for key datasets

•Discussions with other producers of official statistics

•Supported the creation of Government data portals

•Linked existing data dissemination to the Institute’s website

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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WHERE WE ARE

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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JAMAICA’S ODIN SCORE AND RANK 2015 -
2018

2015

• Score: 
22

• Rank: 
91/125

2016

• Score: 
18

• Rank: 
165/173

2017

• Score: 
44

• Rank: 
68/180

2018

• Score: 
60

• Rank: 
37/178

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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TYPES OF DATA AVAILABLE

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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TYPES OF DATA AVAILABLE

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm

Data from Other Producers 
of Official Statistics
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TYPES OF DATA AVAILABLE

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm

Data from Other 
Government Sources
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TYPES OF DATA AVAILABLE

Standard Tables in open data format

XLS

CSV

QCSV

TSV

Text

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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TYPES OF DATA AVAILABLE

Custom Tables in open data format

REDATAM

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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TYPES OF DATA AVAILABLE

Geospatial data
UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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TYPES OF DATA AVAILABLE

Micro data
UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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TYPES OF DATA AVAILABLE

National Summary Data Page

• SDMX

UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm
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UNSC Side Event: Wednesday 5 March 2020, 1.15 – 2:30 pm

We have come 
a long way

There are 
still miles 

to go



STATISTICAL INSTITUTE OF JAMAICA

(STATIN)

7 CECELIO AVENUE

KINGSTON 10

JAMAICA W.I.

(876) 630-1600

INFO@STATINJA.GOV.JM  |       STATINJA.GOV.JM

Thank You for Your 
Attention

@STATINJA


