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Correspondences between the Classifications of HS, SITC and BEC
Report by UNSD

1. Correlation tables between HS07 and SITC, Rev.4 on one hand and SITC, Rev.4
and SITC, Rev.3 on the other have been prepared by UNSD to assist countries in
conversion of trade data into the SITC classifications. While the correlation between
SITC, Rev.4 and HSO7 is shown in the main body of Series M No. 34, the correlations of
HSO07 to SITC, Rev.4, SITC, Rev.4 to SITC, Rev.3 and SITC, Rev.3 to SITC, Rev.4 are
given in Appendices I, Il and 111 of the same publication.

2. HSO07 has 5052 6-digit subheadings and SITC, Rev. 4 has 2970 basic headings.
With the exception of HS07 subheadings 7108.20 and 7108.90 (outside the scope of
SITC, Rev.4) and SITC, Rev.4 basic headings 911.0 and 931.0 (not defined in terms of
HS07), all HSO7 subheadings are correlated to SITC, Rev.4 basic headings.

3. To help compilers even more in the construction and maintenance of time series,
UNSD also made available the correlation tables of HS02 to SITC, Rev.4 and its reverse
of SITC, Rev.4 to HS02.

HS07 and BEC

4. UNSD has prepared a draft correlation table between HS07 and the Classification
by Broad Economic Categories (BEC) which was constructed as a mechanical
transposition of the correlation between HS02 and BEC based on the correlation table
between HS07 and HS02, as derived from WCO documents NGO0099Bla and
NCO0950B1a.

5. Following that procedure, the HSO7-BEC correlation showed split correlations for
37 HS07 subheadings. In other words, for each of these 37 HS07 subheadings there was



more than one corresponding BEC code. These splits occur when a single HSO7
subheading is correlated to two or more HS02 subheadings which, in turn, are correlated
to two or more different BEC basic categories.

6. To take a decision on which of the multiple BEC categories would be the most
appropriate for each HSO07 subheading, world trade import values were extracted for the
HS02 subheadings that correspond to the 37 HSO7 subheadings involved in this issue.
Details of the 37 splits and the corresponding values are given in Annex 1.

7. In summary, we can say the following:

(i) There are 37 cases where HSO7 consists of a multiple of HS02 headings and
where a split decision is necessary with respect to BEC.

(i) In 26 of those cases, one BEC category has a world imports value of more than
75% of the value of the HSO07 code (based on HS02 codes for 2005).

(iii) In 3 more cases (8443.91, 8523.52 and 9006.52) there was no clear value
difference in 2005, but 2003 or 2004 showed a 75% value in favor of one
particular BEC code.

(iv) In case of 8801.00 [Balloons and dirigibles; gliders, hang gliders and other non-
powered aircraft] the decision can be taken that from the description of the
heading Transport equipment, not meant for industrial use (BEC 522) is more
appropriate than Transport equipment for industrial use (BEC 521).

(v) The 7 remaining cases have to do with HS07 headings 8519 [Sound recording or
reproducing apparatus] and 8523 [Discs, tapes, solid-state non-volatile storage
devices, "smart cards" and other media for the recording of sound or of other
phenomena, whether or not recorded, including matrices and masters for the
production of discs, but excluding products of Chapter 37]. In case of 8519 the
BEC decision is between Capital Equipment (41) or Durable Consumption Goods
(61). In case of 8523, the BEC decision is mostly between Parts of Capital
equipment (42) and Semi-durable Consumption Goods (62). Since the intention of
use is not really known, a decision cannot be forced here, and it is up to the user
to decide which might be the most appropriate BEC category in specific cases.

8. Proposals for a new work programme regarding BEC will be tabled at the next
meeting of the Expert Group on International Economic and Social Classifications in
April 2007. BEC will be reviewed to ensure that its current structure relating to
transportable goods is still appropriate. Also the correlation table between the BEC
categories and subheadings of Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System,
2007 edition, will be reviewed by the Expert Group. In addition, a possible extension of
the BEC to services products and the development of a link between the BEC and the
Central Product Classification (CPC) will be considered.



Annex 1
World Import Values by selected HS02 subheadings

Split correlations and value (in million US dollars)
of trade in percent (2005) by BEC code

HS02 Period 2005 values
Code 2003 2004 2005 HS07 BEC4 (in percent)

1207.30 6.32 6.76 3.80 1207.99 21

1207.99 196.83 249.04 254.04 1207.99 21 83
1207.10 19.60 34.35 40.82 1207.99 111

1207.60 17.77 16.79 12.33 1207.99 111 17
3104.10 9.49 18.90 41.93 3104.90 21 15
3104.90 162.49 217.93 233.80 3104.90 22 85
4204.00 27.54 31.97 39.94 4205.00 42 3
4205.00 1,296.83 1,614.17 1,500.19 4205.00 62 97
4811.10 175.33 241.64 240.46 4811.10 22 98
4815.00 438 5.12 5.10 4811.10 ex 61 2
4811.51 2,156.62 2,495.88 2,451.58 481151 22 100
4815.00 438 5.12 5.10 481151 ex 61 0
4811.59 3,160.13 3,709.89 3,744.25 4811.59 22 100
4815.00 438 5.12 5.10 4811.59 ex 61 0
4811.60 327.30 399.26 425.54 4811.60 22 99
4815.00 438 5.12 5.10 4811.60 ex 61 1
4811.90 2,863.11 3,438.16 3,574.29 4811.90 22 100
4815.00 438 5.12 5.10 4811.90 ex 61 0
4823.12 44252 502.79 562.01 4823.90 ex 22

4823.19 209.00 24573 227.40 4823.90 ex 22

4823.90 2,609.44 2,601.72 2,581.82 4823.90 22 100
4815.00 438 5.12 5.10 4823.90 ex 61 0
6117.20 17.75 21.23 23.58 6117.80 62 6
6117.80 274.67 330.51 348.69 6117.80 63 94
7417.00 22.37 27.13 31.57 7418.19 ex 61 18
7418.19 129.68 134.55 141.03 7418.19 62 82
7419.99 1,460.42 1,847.11 1,994.12 7419.99 ex 22

7414.20 14.19 20.39 25.61 7419.99 22

7414.90 3145 35.66 43.93 7419.99 22

7416.00 41.54 50.94 46.02 7419.99 22 99
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