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COMESA's Priorities and Objectives

® The history of COMESA began in December 1994 when
it was formed to replace the former Preferential Trade
Area (PTA) which had existed from the earlier days of
1981. COMESA (as defined by its Treaty) was
established as an organisation of free independent
sovereign states which have agreed to co-operate in
developing their natural and human resources for the
good of all their people and as such it has a wide-ranging
series of objectives which necessarily include in its
priorities the promotion of peace and security in the

region.



. However, due to COMESA's economic history and
background its main focus is on the formation of a large
economic and trading unit that is capable of overcoming
some of the barriers that are faced by individual states.

The COMESA Vision State

. COMESA seeks to become a fully integrated
Internationally competitive regional economic
community within which there is economic
prosperity demonstrated by high living standards
of its people with political and social stability
within which goods, services, capital and
labour, move freely across national geographical
borders.



Institutional Set-up

COMESA organization which stands for Common Market
for Eastern and Southern Africa has 19 member states,

namely:
. Madagascar
Burundi g.
Malawi
Comoros .
Mauritius
Congo DR
. . Rwanda
Djibouti
c : Seychelles
gyp Swaziland
Eritrea
.. Sudan
Ethiopia
Uganda
Kenya .
. Zambia and
Libya

Zimbabwe.



COMSTAT Database

The COMSTAT database is a dissemination tool for statistics in
various areas that are critical for monitoring the performance of
the COMESA's regional integration program.

The statistical domains currently covered in COMSTAT are;

e Merchandise Trade Statistics
® Trade Integration Indicators
e Trade Flow Analysis

o The COMESA Trade Statistics system was designed for the
purposes of allowing Internet users to access foreign trade
statistics and other indicators for the COMESA region.

° The COMESA Merchandise Trade Online Database
(COMSTAT) has been re-developed using MySQL and PhP
as a front-end.



e The system was first launched in 2006 and was later
re- designed and re-launched in December 2009.
Location of the Database

o COMESA trade Statistics System is hosted at
the COMESA Secretariat in Lusaka, Zambia.



Data collection

IS

Customs offices in the member states capture the trade data
using ASYCUDA (2.7 / + +) and other systems from their ports,

the data is passed over to the National Statistical Offices.

At National Statistical Office data is imported into Eurotrace,
a statistical software for processing trade statistics and used by
almost all member states for cleaning/checking the data

After the data is cleaned/checked National Statistical Offices then
send the data to COMESA either via email or on CD.

For MS where data is not readily available, intra-regional trade is
mirrored from other supplying countries while extra-regional trade

mirrored from the COMTRADE database of the United Nations.



Service level agreements

e Service level agreements have been signed between 14 Customs
Authorities and National Statistical Offices (NSOs) and COMESA
has an agreement with 15 NSOs.

e The COMESA treaty clearly highlights the role of statistics in the
integration monitoring process. In the treaty’s vision for a
“Common Market Information System”, it states inter alia that;

“The Member States undertake to co-operate in the field of
statistics in order to create an enabling environment for the
regular flow of up to date, reliable, harmonized and comparable
statistical data on various sectors of economic activity, required
for an efficient implementation of the objectives of the Common
Market.”



Harmonisation of the data

e Data compilation based on the General Trade System,

recommended by the UN, provides a more comprehensive
recording

of external trade flows than the Special Trade System. Also
provides

a better approximation of the change of ownership criterion used
in
* tieS regosl dsiatesing shffargnbesidea dkeupredugh@nBaRWREY of
Papmc_:latures and also in different LCUs. To produce regional

trade statistics, data from MS have to be harmonized into
standard

and recommended nomenclatures and codes, as stipulated In
the

COMESA Common Statistical Rules (CSR):



Harmonisation of the data (cont’d)

® Data recorded in Hs1996/Hs2002 are converted to HS2007/

e Country codes not recorded using ISO 3166:93 nomenclature are
also
converted

e Values are converted from LCUs to US dollars using average
monthly

o Petheemaeginayears and countries where data have not yet been
obtained by the Secretariat, estimates are made from partner
country data. This is for the purposes of providing provisional
Indicators of trade flows.



International Standard Classifications

J Trade data from member states in the COMSTAT are

harmonised to Hs2007, HS2002 or HS1996, also ISO 3166
for country codes.

o Reporting and analysis is also done using Standard
International

Trade Classification (SITC). HS is more detailed and is

suitable
for custo urpqgses while the SITC is most summarized
Quality’ assesSmieht
a
l§.|mspln‘ . . ..
* tatistics team at the Secretariat verifies the authenticity

of the data received from Member States before
harmonization

and aggregation into the regional database.

o Consistency checks are also made by comparing with data
from the previous years and other sources.



Dissemination

Means of data dissemination:

Annual Bulletins

Statistical Briefs

The Web

CD-ROM, other electronic media)

Mostly the data will be disseminated through the web and
email. For those government organs with no Internet access,
CD-ROM is used.



Access to COMISTAT

The COMSTAT can be accessed at
http://comstat.comesa.int/
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The login screen
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The main menu
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Merchandise Trade
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Trade by Product
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Host Flow Partner Year Month Product Amount (US$)

Zambia Export  World 2005  Aggregate 74 - Copper and articles thereof 1,027,354,728.50

Zambia Export  World 2006  Aggregate | 74 - Copper and articles thereof 2,718,929,680.56

Zambia Export  World 2007 | Aggregate 74 - Copper and articles thereof 3,126,615,220.00
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Zambia Export  World 2009 Aggregate 74 - Copper and articles thereof 2,846,907,670.00
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Trade by Product Heading level
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Eoypt  Export  World 2003 Aggregate | 0902 - Tea, whether or not flavoured 8,979,123.00
Egypt  Export  World 2004 Aggregate 0902 - Tea, whether or not flavoured 6,560,458.00
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Eqypt Export  World 2008 Aggregate | 0902 - Tea, whether or not flavoured 21,678,344.53
Egypt  Export  World 2009  Aggregate 0902 - Tea, whether or not flavoured 25,932,332.51
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Zambia E Maize (corn).- .
wport Cameroon 2009 | Aggregate LO0S10 zeed 52 /A M/ 300.00
Zambia E Maize (corn).-
xport | Kenya 2009 | Aggregate 100510 eed 3053600 | N/A N/A 4,610,358.00
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Zambia Batswana | 2009 Aggreqate 00510 Maize (com).- Seed | 343280 | | 756 954 |
Famhia Caongo DR | 2009 Aggrenate 00510 Mame corm).- Seed | 152,660 | _ _ I RTT
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Merchandise Aggregate Trade Summary. Host: COMESA Partner: World

EXPCRT to EXCEL ~~

Host Flow Partner Year Month Amount (US$)

COMESA Export World 2005 Aggregate 75,244,740,989.02
COMESA Export World 2006 Aggregate 08,884,028,594.20
COMESA Export World 2007 Aggregate 104,791,900,124.65
COMESA Export World 2008 Aggregate 152,231,388,899.63
COMESA Export World 2009 Aggregate 108,748,696,071.48
COMESA Import World 2005 Aggregate 67,609,554,284.42
COMESA Import World 2006 Lggregate 77,231,715,569.72
COMESA Import World 2007 Aggregate 095,357,146,778.85
COMESA Import World 2008 Aggregate 145,948,215,3600.04
COMESA Import World 2009 Aggregate 129,129,521,935.15
COMESA Re-Export World 2005 Aggregate 2,089,184,227.19
COMESA Re-Export World 2006 Aggregate 1,717,772,855.60
COMESA Re-Export World 2007 Aggregate 2,031,650,081.500
COMESA Re-Export World 2008 Aggregate 2,553,127,664.92
COMESA Re-Export World 2009 Aggregate 2,451,884,124.37
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Merchandise Aggregate Trade Summary. Partner: World
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Host Flow Partner Year Month Amount (USS)

Rwanda Export World 2005 Aggregate 107,651,091.89

Rwanda Export World 2006 Aggregate 122,940,899.91

Rwanda Expart World 2007 Aggregate 148,262,545.74

Rwanda Export World 2008 Aggregate 347,773,620.04

Rwanda Export World 2009 Aggregate 188,680,150.29

Rwanda Import World 2005 Aggregate 415,244,863.30

Rwanda Import World 2006 Aggregate ©650,993,847.08

Rwanda Import World 2007 Aggregate 688,797,832.28

Rwanda Import World 2008 Aggregate 1,173,325,264.34

Rwanda Import World 2009 Aggregate 1,257,632,013.57

Rwanda Re-Export World 2005 Aggregate 39,175,011.29

Rwanda Re-Export World 2006 Aggregate 14,792,575.74

Rwanda Re-Export World 2007 Aggregate 12,765,974.64

Rwanda Re-Export World 2008 Aggregate 52,219,394.52

Rwanda Re-Export World 2009 Aggregate 23,197,839.70
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COMESA 1= a region dedicated to regional integration, with trade and investment as critical arms
of this process.

Cardinal to the monitoring of this process is the role plaved by statistics. The COMESA treaty
clearly highlights the role of statistics in the integration monitoring process. In the treaty’s vision
for a "Common Market Information System”, it statesinter alisthat;

*% See COMSTAT Survey *F

"The Member States undertake to co-operate in the field of statistics in order to create an L,
enabling environment for the regular flow of up to date, reliable, harmonized and comparable
Number of Visitors: statistical data on various sectors of economic activity, required for an efficient implementation
22465 of the objectives of the Commeon Market.”

The COMSTAT database is a dissemination tool for statistics in various areas that are critical for
menitoring the performance of the COMESA's regional integration program.

The statistical domains currently covered in COMSTAT are;

|

* Merchandize Trade Statistics
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COMESA iz a region dedicated to regional integration, with trade and investment as critical arms
of this process.

Cardinal to the monitoring of this process is the role plaved by statistics. The COMESA treaty
clearly highlights the role of statistics in the integration monitoring process. In the treaty’s vision
for a "Common Market Information System”, it statesinter alisthat;

*® See COMSTAT Survey **

"The Member States undertake to co-operate in the field of statistics in order to create an L
enabling envirenment for the regular flow of up to date, relisble, harmonized and comparable
Number of Visitors: statistical data on various sectors of economic activity, required for an efficient implementation
22470 of the ohjectives of the Common Market.”

The COMSTAT database iz a dissemination tool for statistics in various areas that are critical for
maonitering the performance of the COMESAs regional integration program.

The statistical domains currently covered in COMSTAT are;
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0 0105 Live paultry, "fowls of the species Gallus domesticus, ducks, geese, turkeys and Hore .

[ 0108 Live animals (excl, horses, assez, mules, hinnies, boving animals, swing, sheep, Hore .

] o1 Meat of bovine animals, fresh or chilled |

[ a0 Meat of bovine animals, frozen

n 0203 Meat of swine, fresh, chilled or frozen

[ 04 Meat of sheep or goats, fresh, chilled or frozen
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