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MSITS recommendations

 Compile SITS on an individual trading partner basis

 At least for
 Services as a whole [200]

 11 main services components of BPM5/EBOPS
Main trading partners

 If possible
More detailed EBOPS level
 Common geographical basis for all trade in
services data
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Resident / non-resident

Report partner country detail at the level of services trade
as a whole and for each of the main types of services in
BPM6 and EBOPS
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Commercial presence (FATS / FDI)

Report partner country detail both in the aggregate and for
the major industry categories.

You can collect partners on a different basis for
resident/non-resident, FDI & FATS in the short-term,
but in the long-run, you should have a similar kind of
breakdown for resident/non-resident, FDI & FATS
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 WHAT IS IT?
The United Nations database of Statistics of
International Trade in Services

 WHO
Task Force on SITS agreed in 2003 that UNSD
would create a Worldwide database on Trade in
Services (process, store and disseminate SITS in
accordance to MSITS, including Trade by
service category (EBOPS classification) and
partner countrypartner country
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 CONTENT

Pilot version: about 180 reporters – long
period (1948-2003) but:

 Many data (years) missing

 5 different sources [IMF, OECD, Eurostat, CARICOM, National]

 Few categories

 Few or (often) no partner details

 Low quality of data



 DECISION
In an effort to increase the availability and the quality of data in
UN ServiceTrade, UNSD sent out a general request for SITS
data at the end of 2006. The goal is to have as many countries
as possible reporting their SITS data to UNSD, so that a fairly
accurate picture of global trade in services can be given.

 REQUIREMENTS
 Period: 2000-2005, annual value
 EBOPS service categories as detailed as possible
 Exports (credit) and imports (debit)
 Broken down by partner country for as many categories

as possible
 Metadata
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTIONTHANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

شكراً جزیلاً على إنتباھكم


