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Summary

During the intersessional period of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names, from 2021 to 2023, the competent Greek authorities
continued and finalized their work on compiling the national gazetteer of
geographical names of Greece.

The gazetteer constitutes a list of the geographical names (primary names) of
Greece (approximately 90,000 entries), in Greek and Latin script, together with
other information about each entry, including:

(a) Code ID (category);

(b) Secondary name (if any);

(c) Historical name (if available);

(d) Geographical location of entries with geographical coordinates.

The national gazetteer will be submitted and presented at 2023 session of the
Group of Experts.

In Greece, the names of geographical features are collected and registered by
the two national cartographic agencies, namely the Hellenic Military Geographic
Service and the Hellenic Navy Hydrographic Service. The two agencies coordinate
their work on the proper depiction of the features and their names on maps and
charts, on the development of toponymic data files and on the publication of
relevant gazetteers.
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The task to collect, standardize and romanize geographical names in Greek is
done according to standard 743 of the Hellenic Standardization Organization
(ELOT 743), which is based on standard 843 of the International Standardization
Organization (ISO 843).

Report of Greece

During the period between the last session of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names (UNGEGN) and the upcoming one, the competent Greek authorities have
continued and finalized their work on compiling the ‘“National Gazetteer of Geographical Names of
Greece”. It constitutes a list containing the geographical names (primary names) of Greece (over 90,000
entries), in Greek and Latin script, together with other information about each entry.

The National Gazetteer will be submitted and presented at the third session of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN).

It is noted that in Greece the names of geographical features are compiled and registered by the
two National cartographic agencies, namely the Hellenic Military Geographical Service (HMGS) and
the Hellenic Navy Hydrographic Service (HNHS). The two agencies coordinate their work for the proper
depiction of these features and their names on maps and charts, the development of toponymic data files
and the publication of relevant gazetteers.

The task to collect, standardize and romanize geographical names in Greek, is done according to
the national Standard 743 of the Hellenic Standardization Organization (ELOT), which is based on the
International Standard 843 of the International Organization for Standardization.

During the reporting period, the following activities took place:

1. Gazetteers and toponymic data files

Standardized terms and abbreviations

Undersea features

National Gazetteer of Geographical Names of Greece

Participation in the 24™ Meeting of the UNGEGN Working Group on Exonyms

SANF

1. Gazetteers and toponymic data files
1.1 HMGS Gazetteer of Greece

The HMGS Geographical Dictionary of Toponyms (Gazetteer) was compiled and published in
1983, having as its main source of information the 1:50,000 scale topographic maps of the HMGS. These
maps have a significant density of nomenclature and great reliability because they came from records in
the context of long-term work by specialized topographic crews of the HMGS throughout the Greek
territory, after and through collaboration with local authorities and population (Presidents of
Communities, teachers, archaeologists, rangers, foresters and ordinary citizens). In this regard, all
Geographical names (about 88,000 entries) have been incorporated in the Dictionary as preserved by
the inhabitants, Greek History and Tradition. As an additional source, the official bulletins of the
Statistical Service (Municipalities, Communities, and Settlements) were used.
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In the framework of processing, preparation and correction of the existing Geographical
Dictionary of Toponyms for the creation of the National Gazeteer of Geographical Names, the HMGS
made the following changes - improvements:

a) Digitization of all records and correction of names according to the current series of 1:50,000
scale maps and incorporation of the changes made by the local government, in collaboration with the
Ministry of Interior.

b) Updating of the Administrative Divisions and Municipalities of Greece, according to Law
No. 3852/2010 (“Kallikrates’ Law).

¢) Checking and correction of the nomenclature of Settlements, according to the 2011 census.

d) Transition of the Bounding Box of each entity, to a point, to extract the approximate latitude
and longitude of the toponym from Greenwich.

e) Selection of the geographical designation category (toponym type).

1.2 HNHS Gazetteer of maritime geographical names

The Hellenic Navy Hydrographic Service (HNHS) has issued and maintains the gazetteer of
maritime geographical names of Greece. It consists of approximately 10,000 entries (such as bays, gulfs,
islands, etc), shown on nautical charts, nautical and other publications (sailing directions etc.).

1.3 Elaboration of the National Gazetteer of Geographical Names of Greece

The HMGS and the HNHS Gazetteers were reviewed and combined into a single dataset for the
compilation of the National Gazetteer of Geographical Names of Greece. For the process of
consolidating the two gazetteers into a unified Gazetteer, the following methodology was followed:

a) Names of features included in the list of names of HMGS and not included in that of HNHS,
names of features included in the list of names of HNHS and not included in that of HMGS, as well as
names where there is an agreement between the two Geographical Dictionaries were incorporated into
the unified National Gazeteer.

b) In cases where a difference in accentuation or spelling was detected, a check was made and
the correct name was adopted.

¢) In cases where HMGS and HNHS had assigned different names for a feature, then land
features were primarily named as per the HMGS gazetteer and secondarily named as per the HNHS
gazetteer. Maritime features were primary named as per the HNHS gazetteer and secondarily named as
per the HMGS gazetteer.

2. Standardized Terms and Abbreviations

Standardized terms and abbreviations are used to depict in detail a large number of geographical
features such as topographical features of the land area, natural and technical features of the coasts, port
facilities, etc.
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Abbreviation Decoding Romanized English
AP APabn Avathi Shoal
AyKaAn AYKAAN Agkali Bay
Ayx. Ayxupoforio Agkyrovolio Anchorage
A. Axpo Akra Point
Agpd. Agpodpopio Aerodromio Airfield
Akt Ak Akti Coast
AAx Aloin Alyki Salt Pan
Avrp. Avtépeopa Antereisma Buttress
AVTA. AvtMooTtdoio Antliostasio Pumping Station
I B el e
Bpot. Bpdayot Vrachoi Rocks
Bpsc. Bpoyovnoidec Vrachonisides Islets
Bpotc. Bpayovnoig Vrachonisis Rocky Islet
Bp. Bpdyog Vrachos Rock
Bpvo. Bpton Vrysi Fountain
Teopp. I'épupa Gefyra Bridge
Ieyp. Awop. gf;ﬁg;(grfg &Zﬁ;ﬁgﬁ; Geographical District
A€E. Ag&opevn Dexameni Tank
Anu. Afqpog Dimos Municipality
AiowAog AiowAog Diavlos Channel
Aot TIpor. AlOlKT[]‘ClKﬁ Dioikitiki Admimitstrative
IIpwtedovca Protevousa Capital
Awwpoya Awwpoya Dioryga Channel
Ewv. Ewovootéoio Eikonostasio Iconostasis
ExpA. ExBolrai Ekvolai Estuary
Exich. Exxincia Ekklisia Church
"Elog "Edoc-Télua Elos-Telma Marsh
Enxpr. Enwcpdrera Epikrateia Territory
Epy. Epyootdoio Ergostasio Factory
Epm. Epeima Ereipia Ruins
Epuxk. Epnuoxkincio Erimokklisio Chapel
®dracca ®dracca Thalassa Sea
®éon ®éon Thesi Position
IxBvotpogeio IxBvotpogeio Ichthyotrofeio Fish farm
IoBuog IoOuog Isthmos Isthmus
Kapog Kapog Kavos Cape
KovA. Kovéii-Tappog Kanali- Tafros Canal-Ditch
K. KoAmoc Kolpos Gulf
KoAnwon Koinwon Kolposi Cove
Kope. Kopuopn Koryfi Peak
Kpnrnidopo Kpnrnidopo Kripidoma Breakwater
Kmp. Kmpa Ktima Estate
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At Aartopeio Latomeio Quarry
A. Aévag Limenas Port
Apeviokog Aeviokog Limeniskos Port
AwevoPpayiovag | AevoPpayiovag Limenovrachionas Breakwater
Ap Adpvn Limni Lake
Apd Awywvobdroooa Limnothalassa Lagoon
Aowrol Lpipoi . .
A.Ko.To. . . Katoikimenoi Other Built Up places
Kotowmpévor Tonot .
Topoi
Atp. Aovtpd Loutra Baths
Aogg Ao6pog Lofos Hill
Mrth MetaAdeio Metalleio Mine
Mvnp. Mvnpeio Mnimeio Monument
Mown Mowvn Moni Monastery
MvuA. Mviog Mylos Mill
Nekpte Nekpotapeio Nekrotafeio Cemetary
Nnoddm Nnoddm Niodochi Basin
Neg. Nnoideg Nisides Islets
Notc. Nnoic Nisis Islet
Nou. Nnoot Nisoi Islands
N. Nnoog Nisos Island
Nop. Noudg Nomos Prefecture
Nook Noocoxkopeio Nosokomeio Hospital
Op. Oppiokog Ormiskos Cove
0. Opuog Ormos Bay
Opm Opomédio Oropedio Plateau
Opog Opog Oros Mountain
MHopaiia Hopoiia Paralia Beach
[Téhayog [Téhayog Pelagos Sea
[Iépacpa [Iépacpa Perasma Passage
[Tepy ITeproym Periochi Area
Ilep IIeprpéperla Perifereia Region
I1p0. MopBuodc Porthmos Strait
Tlop [T6pocg Poros Passage
[IpoPArtag [poPArtag Provlitas Pier
[Ipoc&oyn [Ipoc&oyn Proexochi Cape
ILE. Hep A £10ic Perifereiaki Enotita Regional Unit
Evomnta
IInyd IInydor Pigadi Well
Hnyn IInyn Pigi Spring
Moy Moyd Plagia Hillside
ITotu [Totapdg Potamos River
Poy Paym Rachi Ridge
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Pépa Pépa Rema Steam
np fpayya Siranga Tunnel
2avt Zavatdplo Sanatorio Sanatorium
2101 gﬁgﬁl (fgiggﬂ?g Sldl{og::tr}?rlrll{éssmm Railway Station
PRN TN PRN TN Skala Port
YroOmeLOL Yxomerot Skopeloi Reefs
Xkémelog XKoOmeAog Skopelos Reef
X1v. X1evd Steno Strait
Tomv Torwvoua Toponymia Toponyms
Y poirot "Yopalot Yfaloi Reefs
Yo Y pokog Y falos Reef
Dapg Dapog Faros Lighthouse
Dp ®povpro Frourio Fortress
dvik dvrdkio Fylakio Outpost
o T i | e o | TRt S | s o ot o
KANPOVOLLAG klironomias Cultural Heritage
Xepo. Xepobdvncog Chersonisos Peninsula

3. Undersea features

Entries relating to undersea features within areas of Greek national jurisdiction were compiled
by HNHS data holdings and data contributions from the Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR)
and the Hellenic Geological & Mining Research Authority. All presented undersea features names are
well documented through marine surveys, the available literature and/or archival data (e.g. charts).

Standardized terms and abbreviations are used to depict in detail the undersea features.

Feature Romanized English
Yno@al%icgll(é é?xﬁvccucﬁ Ypothaglsgii:divyssiki Undersea Abyssal Plain
YroBordooio Kardépa Ypothalassia Kaldera Undersea Caldera
Yrobardooio Kothdda Ypothalassia Koilada Undersea Valley
YroBaAdooio Agkdvn Ypothalassia Lekani Undersea Basin

YnoBardosoio Opn Ypothalassia Ori Undersea Seamounts
YmnoBoldooio Opog Ypothalassio Oros Undersea Seamount
YnoBaidoow Payn Ypothalassia Rachi Undersea Ridge

YroBardooia Tappog Ypothalassia Tafros Undersea Trough
YmnoBordooia Yyouato Ypothalassia Ypsomata Undersea Mounds
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YnoBaldooo Yyouo

Ypothalassio Ypsoma

Undersea Mound

YmoBordooo Yyouo

Ypothalassio Ypsoma

Undersea Rise

YnoOoArdoowo AéAta

Ypothalassio Delta

Undersea Fan

YmnoBurdooio Hpaiotelo
Adonng

Ypothalassio Ifaisteio
Laspis

Undersea Mud Volcano

YnoBordooro IThotm

Ypothalassio Plato

Undersea Plateau

YroBardooio @apdyyt Ypothalassio Farangi Undersea Sea Chanel
YroBardooio ®piap Ypothalassio Frear Undersea Deep
H@Zﬁsii?&g;(z(gum Ypothalaigio(iingaisteiakoi Undersea Volcanic Chain
YroBardoaoiot [Taykot Ypothalassioi Pagkoi Undersea Banks

Yrobardooiog [Tdykog Ypothalassios Pagkos Undersea Bank

4. National Gazetteer of Geographical Names of Greece

The resulting National Gazetteer of Geographical Names of Greece is a list containing the
geographical names within areas of Greek national jurisdiction (about 90,700 entries - land and undersea
features), in Greek and Latin script, together with other information about each name, specifically:

a) Abbreviation of Category of geographical name in Greek.

b) Name of geographical name in Greek.

¢) Romanized geographical name.

d) Name of geographical name in Latin script.

e) Secondary name (if any, in Greek and Latin script).

f) Historical name (if available, in Greek and Latin script).

g) Geographic location of entry in geographic coordinates (the approximate Geographical
Longitude and Geographical Latitude).

The Gazetteer will be updated regularly.

5. Participation in the 24" Meeting of the UNGEGN Working Group on Exonyms

A Greek expert participated in the 24 Meeting of the UNGEGN Working Group on Exonyms
(Ljubljana, 31 August-3 September 2022) and actively took part in the consultations concerning the
draft decision presented by the Working Group.
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