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Examples of Geographical Terms for Natural and Human

features in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia:

The Arabic Term and Its Meaning in English

Abraq (pl. Abariq):

H(G gably) &

Rocky hill with sands on its slopes.
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Abtah (pl. Abatih and Bitah):

(s 2 gty o

A wide stream or wadi bed, usually enriched with river
or wadi sediments.
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Athlab (pl. Athalib):

(AT padly)

A plateau surrounded by sand. In Al-Muhit dictionary, it
means: sand, stones, or their crumbs. Athaleb refers to
Mada'in Saleh plateaus and their mountains located in the
north of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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Ajam (pl. Ajam):

(T ) o

A fort, it means: every flat square house.

s oy S et

Ajamah (pl. Ajamat, Ajam, and Ajam):

(V}T) (*b.-Tj ol C‘\-’!‘\j) aal

A small forest, or bushy curled trees.

ol S el of i)

Ukhdad (pl. Akhadid):

A rectangular crack, it means: the rectangular (extended)
crack in the earth; formed between two parallel fractures
with steep sides. It also refers to valley stream; which is
featured with its steep sides and deep stream.
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Ad.ham (pl. Duhm):

:((,AS té—\)) ‘,.mf

A rocky hill that mostly has black rocks.
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Arkhablil (pl. Arkhabilat):

(3] Hs) Jef

A group of contiguous and homogeneous islands in terms
of creation and formation and are interconnected to each
other closely.
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Arkham (pl. Arakhim and Rukhman):

(O o3l wedly) ol

A rocky hill with black rocks mixed with white color.
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Iram (pl. Aram and Aram):

H(pals LT aatls) 2ol

It means stones that are placed in desert as a guiding sign;
such as a pile of stones created by human
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Ishrir (pl. Ishrirat):

(sl padly) 5

A tropical coastal plant that grows on beaches and island
coasts. It is the local name of "Avicennia" and is a species
of coastal marine plants named "Mangrove".
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Ashal (pl. Shu‘lan);

(Ve madtly) il

A rocky hill that has whitish-red rocks.

N L SR
P

Ashgar (pl. Shugran and Shugr)

(ks 03% gaby) a2

A rocky hill that has yellowish-red rocks.

N R L ST
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Isba‘ (pl. Asabi‘):

(gl podls) gl

A small mountain. It refers to the mountain that has a
small rock on its top which looks like a finger.
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Asfar (pl. Sufran, Sufur)

(ko 0Ll patly) il

A rocky hill that has yellowish rocks.
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Atam (pl. Atam and Utim):

(psbly pbT bl (bl

Every flat square house, it means: a stone fort. It is said
to be every high building. Al- Utim: The palaces. It also
called "Ajam" (refer to Ajam).
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Ac‘alt al Bihar:

Db s

They include all parts of the sea that are not covered by:
inland water, territorial sea, adjacent areas, and exclusive
economic zones.
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Afayhim (pl. Ufayhimat):

H(Slemmil medly) woil

Volcanic or dark black mountain.

Slgdl s L of @Sr Jor

Iglim (pl. Agalim):

(6T by )

An area of the earth's surface that is distinguished from
its surrounding by homogenous natural or human
characteristics or phenomena or features that reflect its
unity or character. It is classified according to some
characteristics  such as:  political, geological,
geographical, demographic, botanical, climatic,
economic, social or other.
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Akamah (pl. Akamat and Akam):

A small rocky hill, Its rocks often consist of sandstone or
limestone, so it abounds in Arabian Shelf Region
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Aykah (pl. Aykat, Ayakat, and Ayk):

A dense forest.

s disle L)

Bahah (pl. Bahat and Buwah):

gy ok podly) L

A wide land in the midst of highlands.
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Batin (pl. Abtinah and Bawatin):

(oblsis il wadly) bt

Water swamp or middle area of the low valley

(3l ey ol g il (golgl) Lol

Ba‘ijah (pl. Bawa‘ij):

(gols gadly) sl

Water stream, or water stream when widens.
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Batra’ (pl. Bitar):

(R eby) o

Elevated sand that is separated from the sand dunes.
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Bathnah (pl. Bithan):

(o otl) B

A soft plain land that is good for planting.

ol agll all alggd o))

Bahr (pl. Bihar, Abhur, and Buhr):

(s Al )% edly) £

A wide water body that branches off from ocean coasts
and connected to the land. When it is connected with
another sea or ocean through a narrow outlet, it is called
"a semi-enclosed sea". When it is surrounded by land
from all sides and doesn't be linked with an ocean and its
water is salt, it is called "enclosed, inland sea".

3 B ol ol 0 iy ol S oo
2o o AT oy Joail 18] ¢l a8 T2 Ay 4l
o bt o) e Wl T2ty WS (b diie

looileg catl oz by Y B e dnl)

Bahr Iglimi:

iwﬁl b

It extends towards the sea for a distance not exceeding 12
nm from the baseline. Anchorages normally used for
loading and unloading ships, which would otherwise be
partly or wholly outside the outer limit of the territorial
sea, are included within the limits of the territorial sea.
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Bahrah (pl. Bihar, Buhur,): (sts g @5-"5) P
?w;vnlq(:f sloped water stream, or low land, and water | ;.. ., cicls) 2oyl Lyl S ply S g2
s

Buhayrah (pl. Buhayrat): (ol @4\;) bt

Body of water that is formed in a depression of ground
and surrounded by land from all sides. It differs from the
enclosed inland sea, and coastal lake in that its water is
fresh as opposed to sea water and salty coastal lake.
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Bid* (pl. Bida’i*):

(g o2l et

The well, and population and agricultural clusters.
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Barbak (pl. Barabik):

(k) padls) Sl

A hole in which water gathers in the midst of floods, it
abounds in
As Summan plateau.
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Barth (pl. Birath, Abrath, and Burith):

H(&aiy Slaly Sy madly) &

A highland that consists of a mixture of sand and gravel.

Jol on ol e 055 iy DI e o0 05y e

NPEa)
Barzakh (pl. Barazikh): :('C)‘ﬁ @J’rb ) £
A narrow path of land that is surrounded by water and e o hars ol & Jad (Sl Al e ol Loy 2l
connects two parts or lumps of earth. . ) )
Barga’and Burqah (pl. Burq): (35 @_4_\} NECRER

A rocky highland that extends longitudinally, and some
of its parts cover sand. Barga'a differs from Al-Abrag
with its longitudinally extension (refer to: Al-Abraq),
and Al-Burga is part of it whereas Al-Abraq is a single
highland in which its rocks are mixed with sand. The
plural is Burg.
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Burkan (pl. Barakin):

(aSTr oty) 08

A place where the hot molten substances, with their
gaseous, liquid, and solid contents got out of it through a
hole (nozzle) or a crack in the earth crust, where volcano
"Borkan" erupts quietly or by a destructive explosion and
lava flows through it in the form of fountains. The lava
flows through valley streams or spreads if the lands are
flat, then its movement slow down and be cold and solid
forming new rocks and features. The volcano often
consists of four parts: the cone, the nozzle, the plug or
neck, and magma chamber.
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Birkah (pl. Birak):

(2 oby) 55

A natural or artificial basin to collect water.
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Busayta’ (pl. Busaytat):

(Ao b ) el

A wide, flat land in which light sand covers some parts
of it.
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Bugshah (pl. Bigash and Begshat):

H(olidy jiby aodly) 222

A watershed. It abounds in As Summan plateau.

Ol dan (3 S5y ol memions

Bilidiyyah (pl. Bilidiyyat and Biladiyyat):

(oM Sbdly edls) Bl

A water swamp. It refers to a water swamp that is free
from evergreen trees. It abounds in As Summan plateau

LS caastdl )L?JSY\ o aJub 3.\,'4}4,.5\ L5L° Q?.Uz?) ol @5:
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Bandar (pl. Banadir): (ol C"J"‘J) e
An Arabized name. It refers to a place where boats Vil LS el Bt . . |
anchor, and also the port. o S sl S il

sl e
Biniyyah (pl. Banaya): (Ll padls) 2

A rocky or sand highlands that built on sand to infer it,
Bintare rocky or sand highlands similar and neighboring.

Saisn el Nz ol Jo o b o ¢ oy wiyo
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Biyad (pl. Bid): (o2 wedly) Lol
A wide steppe land in which its surface is covered by of sl A Jley Lmbaer iy chanlyl g oA
light white sand. C j )

Bayda’ (pl. Bid): (A &4.5) N
A wide, flat desert. Arwlgll dy gzl s

Bi’r (pl. Abar and Abyar):

(Ol T @;"J) B

A deep vertical hole that reaches water. It is said: a hole
in the ground from which water is extracted.

Bl b o bl ) LS Bhras B3 pus B

Tabbah (pl. Tibab): (ol @4"5) %
A rocky highland of low height with a convex surface, | |, s bl Uiz sy LB -
and overlooks its surroundings S N B e
IS
Tall (pl. Tulal and Tilal): (%55 sk @J._\}) 5

An isolated small rocky highland that consists of sand
and stones and rises from its surroundings. The surface
of the hill is often convex and it is lower in height than
mountain.
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Tal‘ah (pl. Tila® and Tal‘at):

(ol g @A-\j) dals

Water flow. flow of water from the top of the valley from
the heights to their bottom. It doesn't exist in the deserts
and level areas, but in the heights. Tal'ah is bigger than
Al-Da‘ab.
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Tinhat (pl. Tanahi): (A @A,-\j) sles
The end of the valley stream. st & Py pld) e alles LS ool o e
el L

Tihmah (pl. Taha'im): (018 @A.-\j) i
A land facing the sea. P I W (]
Thabrah (pl. Thabrat): (ol C"-;f‘)) i
A plain land with white sand. & 5akly il ans Ol of (Ol sl dled) 23
o2

Thughb (pl. Thughban): (0L xadly)

The settled water that stays for a short time in a
depression in the valley stream after it has flown.
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Thafan (pl. Thafnat):

(S guby) i

A rough land in which its stones are mixed with sand,
and trees don't grow in it.

il e Y ) Bl LI al il )Y

Thilmah (pl. Thilam): (oo podly) aeds
A gap or a hole in a mountainous edge. It also refers to a Sl e gy LS il b sl o I (3 3l of 2
narrow path in mountains. . i
NU|VE NI p e
Thamd (pl. Athmad and Athmud): (T SU odly) 4
A small well or a hole where rainwater is gathered, and PERNINTA ¢ lasdl ol Lgod @.; 5,4 jf (sprall 2]
its water is little and unstable. s o ) ’
Lol
Thamilah (pl. Thamayil): (LU C&A.-\j) g

A hole in the middle of valley or rock that gathers water,
and its water doesn't last for a long time.

S gle Ao Y ol mad seall of ol oy (3,
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Thaniyyah (pl. Thanaya): (Ll @J-"J) 3
A hole or a narrow path in a mountain barrier. o ol B9 e e el of )
Jabiyah (pl. Jawabi): (s~ @4“‘)) il

A basin from which water is taken for watering camels.
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Jadah (pl. Jawad):

(Sl k) B3l

A road or the footprints of animals and their ways.

by Dl Tl kel

Jal (pl. Jilan):

N

A high rocky interface that extends longitudinally. It is
steep from one side and gradient from the other. Its
surface is called Adh Dhahar and on the slope side of it
is called Al Jurf, which is less in height and length than
the edge.

g oo EY) s Lo sumt cAaise Byt dgaly
S o o 3llays (6,5 agdhl e ALY da ey
Yooy lelisl 5l smg « 3 A ane jamatll CLH) ey ¢ gl

B

Jubb (pl. Ajbab and Jibab):

(Sl U3 padly) 3

An unbuilt well that has much water and far bottom.
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Jabal (pl. Ajbul, Ajbal, and Jibal):

(s dlrly Jorf o)

A rocky highland, whether it is a small single highland
or large wide highlands. Rocky highlands differ in their
sizes, heights, and roughness. They are formed because
of interior movements, such as fault-block mountains
and fold mountains, or by sculpting when solid rocks
resist various erosion factors while soft neighboring
rocks erode. Also, mountains are formed by volcanoes,
and they vary according to their rocky formation between
fiery, sedimentary, metamorphic, and volcanic
mountains.
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Jibiliyyah (pl. Jibiliyyat):

(S eod) s

A well that is dug in a solid sandy area, and it abounds in
the Empty Quarter desert.
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Jiba (pl. Jibt and Jibawah):

(Bl g7 ots) s

A natural basin in rock where rainwater is gathered.

s ol ad ezt ¢ pall (3 el 2o o 52

Jibiyyah: W
Refer to (Jubb). (o) bl
Al Jathyath: ol

A level land in valleys filled with grass.

Jadir (pl. Judur and Judran):

[(Ohady 45 madly) S

A wall. It refers to mountains extended like walls. It
abounds in Harrat (volcanic lava fields).

oy S sl oLy JUd e sl (Lot
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Jadhban (pl. Jadhabin):

(Mo padly) O

Same meaning of Jatheeb. (Refer to Jatheeb).

() i) ccpdd wal

Jadhma’ (pl. Jadhmawat):

(Slgledr xadkly) slod

End and tip of a sand dune

olgztey b (Sl 22y b by ol LA S B8 46

Jidhib (pl. Jidhayib):

(b madly) ol

A medium highland with sand in a semi-level land.

gy b 201 (3 Loy or L gie e

Jidhibah (pl. Jidhayib ):

(b madly) dgdr

A black rocky highland of little height. It also refers to
short water streams.
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Jidhibah (pl. Jidhayib ):

(ol ey apdo

Same meaning of Jidhib. (Refer to Jidhib).

(i) B pdd s

Jarbah (Jarbat):

(Sl ootly) 2

A rocky land. It refers to a rill in valley stream.

(ol g2 gl pus e allasg iyl ubfy\

Jar‘a’ (pl. Jura’ and Jara‘awat):

(Do g5 aodly) clor

A level sandy land, in which plants grow. It refers also to
some flat depressions in the sandy desert.
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Jurf (pl. Juraf and Jurfan):

I(Juj’:} Jjj’,— Ca.;-b) &)j;-

What floods wash away from land. It is also said: a high
steep edge of highland or valley bank.

B gy Jo gl WS o)) e STy Jord) 32 Lo
ezl ) 3 Sk




